TEMPO
NEWSLETTER
JUNE 2022

Pastor’s note

Repenting to fight hate

SUNDAY
WORSHIP
9:30 AM
Informal

When we don’t face the wrongs of the past, there is a danger that they will
continue to re-surface in the present. One of the major wrongs of the past
for Christianity has been anti-Semitism. This is a feeling of prejudice or hatred
toward the Jewish people which leads to harmful acts toward them. The origins
of anti-Semitism are complex. They find their roots in the early church as some
Jews came to see Jesus as the Messiah, but the majority of Jews did not. You
could think about it as a family conflict and sometimes those can be the worst
kind.
Pastor's note continued on page 5

Welcome Vicar Amanda!

11:00 AM
Traditional

See page 16
for worship details
for June, July,
and August

Reconciling in Christ

During the time that Pastor Erik is on sabbatical, Holy Trinity
has hired a ministry assistant to help Pastor Emily at the
church from June 1 to August 7. Her name is Amanda Berg
and her title will be Vicar Amanda. She will especially be
helping with the Tuesday morning Bible study and home
visitation as well as leading worship on Sundays when
Pastor Emily is gone.
Amanda is a recent graduate of Wartburg Theological Seminary and is currently
awaiting call in the Southwest California Synod. Prior to seminary, Amanda completed
training as a spiritual director with the Jesuits at the Manresa Center for Spirituality
in Dublin, Ireland, in 2016. In addition to her studies at Wartburg, Amanda worked
at Holy Spirit Retreat Center in Encino, California, as a
spiritual director and helping with retreats for the last
four years. Amanda lives in Thousand Oaks with her
husband Eric and little dog Gracie. They have three
daughters, Anna (26), Sara (24), and Maia (21). Maia’s
recent graduation from California Lutheran University
(CLU) marks a fun fact for Amanda’s family—they are
now all CLU alums! Amanda is excited to be a part of
the Holy Trinity community this summer and looks
forward to getting to know you all and sharing in
Christ’s ministry together.
—Pastor Erik

HOLY TRINITY
LUTHERAN CHURCH
“To nurture Christ-centered lives that reflect God’s
love and grace in our local and global communities.”
1 West Avenida de los Arboles
Thousand Oaks, CA 91360-2939
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TEMPO NEWSLETTER
SUBMISSION & DEADLINE

Tempo Newsletter is a monthly
publication with information
provided by staff and members of
Holy Trinity Lutheran Church.
To contribute to the newsletter,
please follow the submissions
requirements listed below.
Contact Lynn Youngren,
805 990-3006 text anytime,
youngrenpro@gmail.com

SUBMISSION requirements

+ Articles/information due by 11 AM,
on or before deadlines listed below
+ ONE article per email send to:
youngrenpro@gmail.com
+ Expect a reply that your email was
received
+ Each email subject line should
contain “HTLC newsletter” or
"Tempo" and a descriptive word
about its specific content
+ Check spelling and accuracy of
information before sending
+ Send final versions of articles only
+ Late submissions may be held until
the following month’s publication

DEADLINES for 2022
Deadlines are usually on the THIRD
THURSDAY of each month but
sometimes they are adjusted due
to holidays and printing schedules.
Submissions are due no later than
11:00 AM on each deadline day.
Due dates...
June 23 for the July issue
July 21 for the August issue
August 25 for the September issue
September 22 for the October issue
October 20 for the November issue
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Happy Father's
Day!
Sunday, June 19

HTLC Welcome
Statement

Tuesday morning Bible study

Holy Trinity joyfully extends

Up with the Spirit, a Bible study by Luther Seminary professor Matthew

Christ’s love to all. We welcome

Skinner, unpacks six key themes to help us "ignite our imagination" about the

everyone regardless of race, age,

"character of the Christian message, the work of God’s people (the church),

gender identity or expression,

and the challenges of living faithfully in a complex and changing world."

sexual orientation, physical or

This Bible study begins on Tuesday, June 7, and will be led by Vicar Amanda

mental health, faith, doubt,

Berg, our ministry assistant while Pastor Erik is on sabbatical. Meet at

family composition, political

10:30 AM in the Fellowship Hall. Masks are encouraged but not required. A

affiliation, socio-economic

Zoom option will be available.

status, or any other category that

Bible study dates | Tuesdays | 10:30 AM

divides us. Christ taught us that
loving is a never-ending process
of growth and reconciliation. At
Holy Trinity, we strive to love
diversely and deeply. To all who

“What is the Spirit up to, and how do we get involved?” Acts: Catching

May 31.........................No Bible study
June 7, 14, 21, 28.........The Book of Acts
—Pastor Erik

have been marginalized, we

Pastor Erik sabbatical update

will work to demonstrate that

This summer Pastor Erik will be taking a sabbatical after seven years of service

nothing can separate you from

at Holy Trinity. There has been a slight change in plans due to activity at

the love of God.

the church. The consultant and coach that Holy Trinity is working with from

“There is no longer Jew or Greek,
there is no longer slave or free,
there is no longer male and
female; for all of you are one in
Christ Jesus.” Galatians 3:28.

Vibrant Faith ministries came on Sunday May 22. Because a council retreat was
also scheduled on this date, Pastor Erik delayed his leave-taking until after that
event. The new dates he will be gone are from May 24 to August 24. Thanks
again to the congregation for allowing him this restorative opportunity.
—Pastor Erik
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Council Action items—May 2022
As of this writing, we have not had a council meeting.
Items of note
As of this writing article, we have not yet had a council meeting.

HTLC

• We plan to have a luncheon on Sunday, May 22, with old and new
council members to meet with the coach from Vibrant Faith, Jim
LaDoux. He will talk about our roles as a council, what we do and
how it connects to the mission, and the spiritual element of being on
council.

Council Action
This column will appear
in Tempo Newsletter
from time to time with
updates on items that
the Church Council
is thinking about or
working on. In most
cases it will be a series
of bullet points with
minimal detail. Please
feel free to contact any
council member for more
information.

• At the congregational meeting on May 1, David Althoff, Joan Eggert,
Steve Hanke, Brewster King and Dietmar Wagenecht were approved
as new council members. Grace Nelson will extend her term for one
year.
• Thanks to Erik Hunzeker, Bill Witt, Kari Slattum, Karie Lynch, and
Miriam Nakayama for their three years of service on council.
• It was approved at the annual meeting to continue pursuing a
columbarium at Holy Trinity. A task force will be formed to decide on
design and cost and other details.
• Aimee Palosi was approved to be on the Endowment Committee.
Grace Nelson is hoping to step down as committee chair in the
future, but still be on the committee.
• Delegates for the synod meeting on June 11, were approved: Dave
Narramore, and Lars Engstrom.
Thank you for reading! Thank you to all who attended, in whatever
form, our meeting on May 1. Holy Trinity has energy! I especially liked
the energy at our Blessing of the Bikes! Thanks to Pastor Emily for
starting a new tradition!
Yours in Christ,
Miriam Nakayama
Council President
Send comments or questions to miriamnakayama@gmail.com

Viking Dog booth at Scandinavian Festival
The Scandinavian Festival of Thousand Oaks will be held on Saturday and Sunday, June 4-5, 2022. Food is always a
highlight of the Scandinavian Festival, and this year Holy Trinity will host the Viking Dog Booth. Karl Shafer, Darin
Erickson, and Krister Swanson are on the Viking Dog Committee. Volunteers are still needed to cover all shifts. Contact
Karl, Darin or Krister to sign up.
—Kathleen Sands
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Pastor's note—continued from page 1
As the Jews who came to follow
Jesus sought to convert other
Jews within their religious family,
some of the ardent teachers of
the Jewish law became upset.
They thought this new sect
of Judaism was committing
blasphemy by proclaiming that
Jesus was Lord. This led to
persecution of the followers of
Jesus and to some of them being
kicked out of local synagogues.
Even St. Paul, whose letters
comprise most of the New
Testament, was persecuting
followers of Jesus before he
himself converted. As a minority
group being persecuted by the
majority, the early Christians
lashed back out against their
Jewish siblings. You can see this at
play in the way the Jews are often
portrayed as kind of villain-figures
in the Gospels who criticize and
try to silence Jesus, but Jesus
seems to always get the last word.
Prof. Mark Alan Powell of Trinity
Lutheran Seminary points out
that what ever the historical
circumstances might have been,
early Christian tradition clearly
and increasingly placed blame
for the death of Jesus on the
Jews, while minimizing the role of
the Roman Empire. In Matthew,
the Roman governor washes
his hands of Jesus' blood while
the Jews proclaim, “His death

be on us and on our children!”
(Matthew 27:25) John's Gospel
portrays the Jews as wanting to
kill Jesus throughout his ministry
(John 5:18, 7:1, 8:37). Thus, a
Jewish victim of Roman violence
was transformed into a Christian
victim of Jewish violence. For
centuries, such notions fueled
anti-Semitism which led to the
crass denunciation of Jews as
“Christ-killers.”
This anti-Semitism has reared
its ugly head throughout the
last two thousand years and led
to atrocious acts perpetrated
against the Jewish people from
the Holocaust of WWII, to
violence done by modern-day
white nationalists, including the
recent mass shooting in Buffalo,
New York. The grocery store
shooting in Buffalo was clearly
an act of anti-blackness. But as
author Shane Burley writes, “…it’s
notable that anti-Semitism often
acts as the ideological center of
white nationalist rhetoric, the
force that turns racist rage into
a semi-organized global theory.
In the fevered imaginations of
these racist fascists, Jews run
the world as a secret, cabalistic
elite, and they are using nonwhite
people as a weapon to destroy
the gentile white population.
In these theories of white
domination, racial hierarchies and

modern “degeneracy,” Jews are
a vital piece of the apocalyptic
conspiracy puzzle. The neo-Nazi
belief that whites are being
destroyed requires an allegedly
intelligent and powerful puppet
master, and the Jews fill this role.”
We as a church cannot speak
out against racism without
also speaking out against antiSemitism, and we cannot speak
out against anti-Semitism unless
we acknowledge the roots of that
ideology in the early church. The
narrative of the white nationalist
movement and the conspiracy
theories it spreads may sound
illogical and completely crazy to
some, but we cannot dismiss the
power it has over the imaginations
of many Americans. It is no longer
just a fringe concept. Rather, it is
a narrative that is being invoked
more and more by pundits
and politicians who have large
audiences whom they influence.
This growing influence has to be
combated with an alternative
narrative that faces the harmful
mistakes of our ancestors in
faith while lifting up a different
vision that Jesus presented his
follows, which was to love your
neighbors as yourself. We need
to recall the Jewishness of Jesus
and that Jesus never spread hate
against his own people. The
Pastor's note continued on page 15
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Children, Youth & Family Events–June 2022
► Picnic in the Park /Summer Solstice
Celebration—A congregation-wide event
When?

Tuesday, June 21, 4-7 PM

Where? TBD
Why?

Let’s celebrate the official first day of summer. We’ll have a prayer of
blessing for the change in the seasons, play some games, and have a
bring-your-own dinner. Stop by anytime.

► Parents
Do you like coffee? Have you ever been “Coffee-cupping?” Coffee Cupping
is basically a coffee tasting. The owner of California Coffee Republic (near
Enegren Brewing & Lucas Sellers Wine) has offered to do an event for us and
I’m recommending either Saturday June 18, or Friday, June 24. Contact Pastor
Emily if you’re interested, and she’ll be in touch soon with more information.

► Visits with families over the summer
Pastor Emily would like to have some time to visit and get to know our families
over the summer. She’d also like to hear about your needs and what you’d like
to see happen at Holy Trinity.
They will take place at Pastor Emily’s apartment complex by the pool. (Further
directions will be provided.) Kids are welcome to go swimming if they like.
Please sign up for a get-together. We’re focusing on 2-4 families per visit.

Sign up for a VISIT by
scanning the QR code
Monday...... June 13....... 5-6:30 PM
Thursday.... June 23....... 4-5:30 PM
Saturday..... June 25....... 10-11:30 AM

Let’s head to Summer Float Night at the California Lutheran
University (CLU) Community Pool on June 10, to watch
“SOUL.” The heated pool is open for recreation swim at 6:00
PM. Movie starts at dusk and ends around 9:30 PM.
We’ll find a space to hang out together while watching the
movie. Look for Pastor Emily and her rainbow flag! Bring your
inflatables. Light concessions are available. The event is open
and free to the public.

JUNE 10

Where?
CLU Community Pool, 100 Overton Court, Thousand Oaks

Receive weekly Children, Youth & Family emails–Contact Pastor Emily–pastoremily@htlcto.org | 614-266-3300
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Blessing of the
Bikes 2022
We had a great turnout for the Blessing
of the Bikes on May 14. The patio was
full of fun and loving energy. We have
hopes of doing it again next year and

  ► Young Adult Group

T

he young adult group continues to meet two times per month. June
gatherings TBD. We will have one Bible study and one outing in the

month of June. Get more details from Pastor Emily, pastoremily@htlcto.org
or 614-266-3300.

partnering with another congregation.
We had both visitors and members
attending; folks coming from Camarillo
and even from Inglewood to help
support our sister church in El Salvador,
Spirit of Joy!
—Pastor Emily

Photographs by Desta Goehner
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Summer Camp volunteers!
We’re bringing Lutheran Retreats, Camps and Conferences here to Holy Trinity
to host our summer camp offering. We’ll need only 2-3 volunteers during the
day to help with registration and other smaller tasks, and we’ll need folks
who can drop off meals for the camp counselors. Can you help? Sign ups will
start Memorial Day weekend. Contact Pastor Emily, pastoremily@htlcto.org or
614-266-3300, for more information, or sign up in the narthex at church.

Summer Camp at Holy Trinity!
Registration is now open for Summer Camp at Holy Trinity. Do you know any
kids in kindergarten–5th grade? Register them today by going to htlcto.org.
Scroll down and click on the button that says “Summer Camp Registration” or

Sign up for SUMMER CAMP
by scanning the QR code
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use this QR code on this page.
—Pastor Emily

Farewell and Godspeed to Jesus Raya
Jesus Raya is a young adult who joined our staff at Holy Trinity in October
of 2020. He was in his junior year at California Lutheran University
(CLU) and we were in the middle of the pandemic. Jesus stepped into
the role of Interim High School Youth Coordinator and joined us on the
roller coaster that was the first year of dealing with COVID. He became
proficient leading youth group on Zoom and was very flexible in helping
to create a schedule where we were sometimes online and sometimes in
person outside, depending on the current case rates of COVID. His warm
personality, friendly smile, and listening ear are just what our youth
ministry needed at the time.
After Pastor Emily was called to Holy Trinity, Jesus graciously continued
on as a youth assistant and earned a scholarship from the church for two semesters of faithfully showing up as the
second adult during youth group and creating continuity as Pastor Emily got to know the students. Jesus, recently
graduated from CLU, will be pursuing graduate studies outside of the Thousand Oaks area. We give thanks for his
time with us and pray God’s blessings upon him as he moves on to the next chapter in his life.
—Pastor Erik

FAIR TRADE

Making it easier to buy fair trade with Miriam
We will sell fair trade items on June 12 and 26 between services. Miriam will be learning how to scan credit cards,
which will make it possible to purchase items with a credit card as well as checks and cash!
French Roast coffee which is available
for $7.50 a bag.
Look for free milk chocolate samples
this June! Because of the positive
response to the Dark Chocolate with
Orange Flavoring samples, we have
ordered bars to sell for $3 each.
Have a fair June!
Miriam Nakayama
and Nancy Truex

F a i r Tr a d e

A new item this month is whole bean

We hope to be open on
the following dates but if
not, email your order to
miriamnakayama@gmail.com

Fair Trade sales
Sunday, June 12 & 26

Right side of sanctuary entrance small kitchen window
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WOMEN'S
GROUPS
Thea Book Circle
American Dirt, by Jeanine
Cummins, is the book selected
for discussion on Monday, June
27 at 7 PM, in the church library.
This controversial book tells the
story of an immigration journey,
a mother's love, and human
capacity for hope. It enables us
to live and breathe the refugee
story. Thousand Oaks library
has many copies of the novel
available.

Meditation Group
The meditation group will meet via Zoom on Thursday, June 2 at 4 PM. Contact
Miriam at miriamnakayama@gmail.com for a Zoom invite. Thursday, June 9, 16,
23, and 30, we will meet in person in the church library at 4 PM. All are welcome to
experience silence and getting closer to God.
A quote from John Main, the founder of World Community of Christian Meditation,
from Word Made Flesh: Language is so weak in explaining the fullness of the
mystery. That is why the absolute silence of meditation is so supremely important.
We do not try to think of God, talk to God or imagine God. We stay in that awesome
silence open to the eternal silence of God…the eternal silence is not deprived of
anything nor does it deprive us of anything. It is the silence of love, of unqualified and
unconditional acceptance. We rest there with our Father who invites us to be there,
who loves us to be there and who has created us to be there.
There’s an invitation in there, to maybe get out of your comfort zone and join us, like
in Pastor Erik’s sermon on May 15.
Blessings,
Miriam Nakayama

—Sally Johnson

Refugee update June 2022

Dorcas Quilting
Circle

Most of the 75,000 evacuee newcomers from Afghanistan and Iraq who were
received at military bases have now been resettled throughout the U.S. Some,
processing in other countries, are beginning to arrive. Most of the 18 families in a
hotel in Agoura have been settled.

We look forward to meeting
Thursday, June 16 at 9:00 AM, or
anytime after, in the Fellowship
Hall. We are so grateful to be
able to gather and enjoy our
beautiful fabric and construct a
comfort quilt for someone who
is ill and house bound. We now
have a nice supply of varieties of
quilts, so please let the church
office know if someone could
benefit from a quilt handmade
with love.
We would love to have you
come and help us in our quilting
mission.
—Sally Johnson
PAGE 10

Some Ukrainians and Russians fleeing the war are already here with families, friends,
and faith groups and won’t be part of our efforts until they are processed by
Immigration. A Russian church in Glendale is assisting IRC with some who have been
referred but not yet processed. The Ukrainians at the Mexican border are awaiting
processing with others from around the world. We expect more newcomers in the
coming weeks, including an Iranian family on June 2.
Our storage units are nearing capacity, and we have halted accepting donations for
the month of June. We are still in need of strong people—older youth and adults
who can help with deliveries one or two weekends a month, usually Saturday, and
occasional week nights to pick up items and load the trucks. Other needs include
leads on affordable housing, jobs, gift cards, and cash donations.
Of note: We are encouraged to avoid the terms immigrants, refugees, parolees, and
others that connote differences, and rather choose words that indicate welcome.
Although “Welcome the Stranger” has strong positive Biblical meaning for faithful
Christians, Jews, and Muslims, the words “stranger” and “alien” and others are
negatively charged in some minds. These people are our new neighbors, friends,
colleagues. Contact jeankammerer@gmail.com for more information.
—Jean Kammerer

Manna Conejo Valley Food Bank
Thank you all for the overflowing shelves in the narthex this past month! It
was wonderful to turn in 15 filled-to-the-brim grocery bags to Manna!
All donations are welcome, whether you bring a bag of groceries, or a can of
tuna.
On June 11, and the second Saturday of every month, from 9:30–11:30 AM
in the parking lot circle, Marty and I will be there to lift your donations right
from your car for you.

In Memoriam
Bonnie Dilworth
December 30, 1936 – April 22, 2022
Jesus said, “My sheep hear my voice.
I know them, and they follow me. I
give them eternal life, and they will
never perish. No one will snatch
them out of my hand.” –John 10:27-

Here’s the most recent Manna request list:

28

1. Canned Meats (Tuna/Chicken)

One of God’s flock, Bonnie Dilworth,

2. Spaghetti/Pasta Sauce

has gone home to be with the Good

3. Peanut Butter

Shepherd. She died after struggling

4. Cookies/Crackers
5. Condiments (Ketchup/Mustard/Mayonnaise/Salad Dressing)
6. Hamburger Helper

with Alzheimer’s for the last several
years. Bonnie, and her husband
Dennis, have been members at Holy

7. Boxed Potatoes

Trinity and we ask that you keep

8. Jams/Jellies

their family in your prayers. There

9. Coffee/Tea/Hot Chocolate

are no memorial services planned at

10. Drinks (Shelf Stable–Almond/Fruit/Carbonated)

M

a
n
an

DRIVE-THROUGH
FOOD DROP-OFF
JUNE 11
SECOND SATURDAY
OF THE MONTH
9:30-11:30 AM
PARKING LOT CIRCLE
HOLY TRINITY
LUTHERAN CHURCH
1 W AVE DE LOS ARBOLES
THOUSAND OAKS

this time.
Thank you, as

—Kathleen Sands

always, for your
generous donations
to Manna.
—Karen and Marty
Kreman

Esther Robinson
memorial service
announced
February 1, 1912 – April 8, 2020
A memorial service for long time
HTLC member Esther Robinson will
be held on Saturday, June 18, 2022,
at Holy Trinity Lutheran Church at
12:00 PM. Reception to follow in
the Fellowship Hall. Please watch for
details in Sunday worship bulletins
and weekly Connections emails.
—Kathleen Sands
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O

Communion Celebration
n Sunday, May 22, Britta Ninnemann, Zander Ninnemann, and Jaxon McMullin completed classes and were part of
a communion celebration during the 11 AM worship service. Photographs by Kevin McMullin and Kirin Ninnemann.

Britta, Zander, and Jaxon not only received communion but
helped serve communion at the 11 AM worship service.
Thank you!
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Confirmation
A

lice Freeberg
(left) and Piper
Goehner (right)
were confirmed on
Sunday, May 15 at
the 9:30 AM worship
service. Both students
completed several
years of classes
where they walked
through the whole
Old Testament and

New Testament of
the Bible.
Piper's
confirmation
verse:
Peace I leave with
you; my peace I
give to you. I do
not give to you as
the world gives. Do
not let your hearts
be troubled, and
do not let them be
afraid.
John 14:27
Alice's
confirmation
verse:
So if you have been
raised with Christ, seek the things that are above, where Christ is, seated at the
right hand of God. Set your minds on things that are above, not things that are
on earth.
Colossians 3:1-2
Photographs by Desta Goehner
—Pastor Erik
and Shawn Howie

Who is graduating?
Let us know!
May and June are the season for
graduation. If you know someone
who is graduating from high school
or college this year we would love
to share that with the congregation
and celebrate you. This could be
a child or grandchild, or someone
who has gone back to school
later in life to get a degree. They
don't have to be a member of our
congregation to have their name
added to our announcement page.
Simply send their name, where they
graduated from and what degree
they received, whether high school,
college, or graduate degree. Pictures
are great too!
Please send your submissions to:
churchoffice@htlcto.org; subject
line: "Graduate Announcement"
We will make sure they get into the
July issue of Tempo Newsletter.
On June 5, we will celebrate Holy
Trinity's high school graduates at the
9:30 AM worship service.
—Pastor Emily

TEMPO
DEADLINE
THURSDAY

JUNE 23
11:00 AM
SEE PAGE 2 FOR SUBMISSION
DETAILS
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AT T E N T I O N!

SCHEDULE YOUR
EVENT ON THE CHURCH
CALENDAR
It is wonderful that we are now having more
meetings and events take place on the church
campus these days.
Please remember to schedule or make sure that
your meeting or event on the church calendar
before you begin publicizing.
Send your event request via email to
churchoffice@htlcto.org with the name of your
event, the date, time, and number of people
you expect to attend.
Write “calendar” in the email subject line for
proper tracking.
—Kathleen Sands
Operations Manager

Church Office Hours
9:00 AM–2:30 PM

For assistance contact
Kathleen Sands

Deadline
for
Sunday bulletins &
Connections emails
Do you have an update or announcement
for the Sunday worship bulletins or weekly
Connection emails?
Submit your announcement by Wednesday, on
or before noon, to churchoffice@htlcto.org.
Write "announcement" in the subject line of
your email to ensure it is added to the bulletin.
—Kathleen Sands
Church Office and Campus Operations
Manager
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Church Office & Campus
Operations Manager
805-492-1234
churchoffice@htlcto.org

I

t is a cold and rainy day

porch and two larger ones

today as I work on the June

at the front door. But past

issue of Tempo Newsletter.

experience tells me to not be

Greetings from
Sandpoint,
Idaho...

There must be a hundred
shades of green as the local
vegetation begins to grow and
shake off its grey and brown

fooled by a day or two full
of warm sunshine. Around
here the saying goes that, "If
there is still snow on Baldy

winterness. Lake Pend Oreille

Mountain, then there will still

(Ponderay) is beginning to rise

be frost filled nights; too cold

with the snow melt and rain

Memorial Day weekend is coming; a

run off and is a gorgeous shade of

time to honor the men and women

potted up flower to survive." So, I will

deep blue.

who died while serving in the U.S.

be patient and wait a few more days.

military. Freedom is very important

The right time will come and the

here in northern Idaho. All year

reward will be worth waiting for.

Sandpoint is a tourist destination for
many, so there are events all year
long that draw in the crowds. Just last
weekend we had an event called "Lost
in the 50s." What a show of costumes,
a parade, a car show that filled all of
downtown and surrounding streets,
music, and hundreds, if not thousands

long, American flags are flown on
people's homes—Crooked Ear House
included—and on businesses. But
on Memorial Day and other special
holidays, the town is blanketed with
flags as a way to remember and say

for tender young plants and

God's beautiful earth and all the gifts
it has to offer are truly a blessing.
People caring and serving others are
also a blessing. May God's peace be
upon you as another season unfolds.

thank you.

Lynn

No matter what the weather—like

As the sun gives us more hours of

Lynn & Scott Youngren

the rainstorm during the parade—the

daylight, I am anxious to get out

99 Crooked Ear Drive,

celebrations go on.

in the garden and try my hand at

Sandpoint, ID 83864

potting up flowers; five across the

805.990.3006, youngrenpro@gmail.com

of people remembering that decade.

Pastor's note—continued from page 5
New Testament reveals conflicts
between Jews and Christians, but
also clearly states that, “God has
not rejected God’s people whom
God foreknew.” (Romans 11:2) In
addition, it says that Jews are part
of God’s elect because, “…they
are beloved, for the sake of the
ancestors, because the gifts and
calling of God are irrevocable.”

(Romans 11:28-30)
By lifting up these original values
of the Christian faith we can
expose the false narrative that
somehow Christians are called to
hate their Jewish siblings out of
whose faith they were birthed. By
emphasizing who Jesus was and
what he was really all about in
terms of his message of God’s love

and forgiveness we can present a
different worldview which might
prevent the next act of racial
violence from happening again. By
repenting of the harmful ways our
religion was used in the past we
can look to create a more hopeful
movement in the present.
—Pastor Erik
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Worship in June, July, August
There are few things we’d like to note

around amazing person. Thank you

This summer, starting June 12, we

about worship over the summer.

Amanda!

will focus on some of the lesser

1. You’ll see Vicar Amanda Berg

2. We’ll continue to serve

known stories. Utilizing a resource

preaching every couple of weeks.

communion over the summer,

called “Faces of our Faith,” by

While Pastor Erik is on sabbatical,

and more often. If you are

SanctifiedArt, we will take a look

Amanda has agreed to be a part

available to help serve wine during

at stories like the Daughters of

time ministry assistant. She’ll be

communion, your assistance is

Zelophehad and Queen Vashti.

offering pastoral care, helping

greatly appreciated. We’re building

You can pick up a study journal/

with a few regular weekly tasks,

back up our volunteer list, so we

devotional booklet on the summer

and preaching on various dates.

hope you’ll sign up. Go to htlcto.

series starting June 5, in the

We’re so excited to have her. She

org and click on the button that

narthex.

brings many gifts to the table

says “Help with Worship.”

as a spiritual director, seminary

3. Lastly, we usually use the Revised

We look forward to diving into these
stories and thinking about the many

graduate—currently awaiting her

Common Lectionary as the basis

faces of our faith.

first call—mom, spouse, and all-

for all of our readings on Sundays.

—Pastor Emily

