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Reconciling in Christ

Pastor’s note

B

efore my husband and I moved to California, we took a few weeks to 1. Visit
with family/friends that we know we won’t see for a while because they all
live in Ohio or Texas and 2. Take our first motorcycle trip together. It all started as
we sat on the couch in our basement back in November of 2020, watching Ewan
McGregor's three adventure motorcycle documentaries—The Long Way Down,
The Long Way Up, and The Long
Way Around—when I turned
to Joe and said, “We need to
do that.” We love to travel and
experience the world together
so we gave ourselves a timeline,
dedicating at least five months
to planning a three week trip,
buying all of our supplies, and
scheduling campgrounds and
hotels. We were all set. Plans
were laid out and we hit the
road on September 1. Then
came the heat, among other
things, and plans had to change.
Isn’t that the way it goes? You take months and months to plan something out,
and boom! All of your plans take a 180...or at least a 90 degree turn.
Whether the plans had changed
or not, the trip was a real eyeopener. As we drove through the
desert from Texas to California, this
transitional trip became a space of
true wilderness. With the warm wind
blowing, preventing the beads of
sweat from dripping into our eyes, we
dodged the rocks kicking up behind
semi-trucks and took every chance
Pastor's note continued on page 9

HOLY TRINITY
LUTHERAN CHURCH
“To nurture Christ-centered lives that reflect God’s
love and grace in our local and global communities.”
1 West Avenida de los Arboles
Thousand Oaks, CA 91360-2939

2021

TEMPO NEWSLETTER
SUBMISSION & DEADLINE

Tempo Newsletter is a monthly
publication with information
provided by staff and members of
Holy Trinity Lutheran Church.
To contribute to the newsletter,
please follow the submissions
requirements listed below.
Contact Lynn Youngren,
805 990-3006 text anytime,
youngrenpro@gmail.com

SUBMISSION requirements

+ Articles/information due by 11 AM,
on or before deadlines listed below
+ ONE article per email send to:
youngrenpro@gmail.com
+ Expect a reply that your email was
received
+ Each email subject line should
contain “HTLC newsletter” or
"Tempo" and a descriptive word
about its specific content
+ Check spelling and accuracy of
information before sending
+ Send final versions of articles only
+ Late submissions may be held until
the following month’s publication

DEADLINES for 2021
Deadlines are usually on the THIRD
THURSDAY of each month but
sometimes they are adjusted due
to holidays and printing schedules.
Submissions are due no later than
11:00 AM on each deadline day.
Due dates...
November 18 for the December issue
December 16 for the January 2021 issue
January 20 for the February issue
February 17 for the March issue
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Tuesday morning book study in November
The Meaning of Mary Magdalene:
Discovering the Woman at the Heart of Christianity

Mary Magdalene is one of the most influential symbols in the history of
Christianity—yet, if you look in the Bible, you’ll find only a handful of verses that
speak of her. How did she become such a compelling saint in the face of such
paltry evidence?
In her effort to answer that question, Cynthia Bourgeault wrote The Meaning of
Mary Magdalene. The book examines the Bible, church tradition, art, legend, and
newly discovered texts to see what’s there. She then applies her own reasoning
and intuition, informed by the wisdom of the ages-old Christian contemplative
tradition. What emerges is a radical view of Mary Magdalene as Jesus’s most

and reconciliation. At Holy Trinity,

important disciple, the one he considered to understand his teaching best.

we strive to love diversely and

We will be using Bourgeault’s book as a guide along with passages from the Bible

deeply. To all who have been

to explore more about who Mary Magdalene was and her impact on Christian

marginalized, we will work to

faith.

demonstrate that nothing can
separate you from the love of God.
“There is no longer Jew or Greek,
there is no longer slave or free,
there is no longer male and female;
for all of you are one in Christ
Jesus.” Galatians 3:28.

We meet on Tuesdays at 10:30 AM in the Fellowship Hall on these dates:
November 9, 16, and 30. There is no meeting on November 23, Thanksgiving.
The book can be ordered on Amazon or contact the church office and we can
order one for you. You can also just come and be a part of the discussion. You
do not need to have read the book to join us. There may also be a Zoom option
available. Stay tuned for more information.
—Pastor Erik
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Council Action items—October 19, 2021
We joyfully welcomed Pastor Emily to her first Holy Trinity Council meeting via
Zoom. Highlights included:
• The council has approved a general policy on mask wearing until the County
of Ventura changes their policy. Masks will be required inside, regardless
of vaccination status. Masks will not be required outside. We want to be
considerate of all who might have compromised immune systems. We want
to keep people safe.

HTLC

• Our offerings have been holding steady and gone up a little since we have
been meeting inside. Thank you so much for your faithful giving.

Council Action
This column will appear
in Tempo Newsletter from
time to time with updates
on items that the Church
Council is thinking about or
working on. In most cases
it will be a series of bullet
points with minimal detail.
Please feel free to contact
any council member for
more information.

Sunday, November 7
Turn clocks back one hour

PAGE 4

• The Endowment Fund will give out $8,000 this year. Recommendations for
projects are being solicited. The Endowment Fund has increased due to
several very generous gifts that have been given from the estates of several
member who have passed away in the last year and they remembered Holy
Trinity in their wills.
• The “Building Fund” envelope will be renamed “Capital Reserve Fund.”
• Stewardship Campaign letters will go out announcing the theme of “Build
Relationships, Build the Church.” The Stewardship Campaign will be tied in
with the Small Group meetings with Pastor Emily since adding her to our
staff is a big part of helping Holy Trinity build relationships.
• Fundraising for our youth and leaders to attend this year’s Summer Youth
Gathering in Minneapolis, Minnesota, was approved.
• The plans for a columbarium at Holy Trinity are back on track with a new city
official looking at our application.
Thank you for reading! There are a lot more details that go with each bullet
point, so please ask questions of me or any council member.
Miriam Nakayama, Council President
miriamnakayama@gmail.com

October 17,
Nina Wong
presents Pastor
Emily with a
welcome gift
of cards and
letters from the
congregation.
Welcome
Pastor Emily!
Photograph by
Desta Goehner

FAIR TRADE

Cozy Sheep Nativity

T

Thinking about the holidays the fair trade
way with Miriam & Nancy

he Holy Trinity Fair Trade Christmas
Sale will take place online at
humankindslo.org. HumanKind, a fair
trade boutique in San Luis Obispo,
moved into a bigger space and needs all
staff onsite for the holiday season. They
offer pages of wonderful Christmas
gifts, ornaments, and decorations
online. Check out their “Angel of Peace
Tree Topper,” “Cozy Sheep Nativity,”
and “Funky Cat and Dog Nativity” from
India. There are also handmade letter
ornaments from Peru.

Angel of
Peace
Tree
Topper

Plus, there are the regular items of
scarves, home goods, baskets, felt
flowers, jewelry, food, apparel, greeting
cards, socks (some that even protect
elephants), children’s books, and
puppets, to name a few.
HumanKind is providing Holy Trinity
with a discount code for 15% off each
order. I will have flyers at the fair trade
window on the patio at church on
November 14. Since I will be going to
San Luis Obispo to visit my daughter
for Thanksgiving, I will provide free
curbside pick-up for orders placed
by November 24. The orders will be
ready to pick up at church on Sunday,
November 28.
Please think about buying fair trade
gifts this year. The artisans and the gift
recipients both benefit and you are
helping the world be a better place.
Thanking God for all of you this
Thanksgiving!
Miriam Nakayama and Nancy Truex
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Children and Youth—upcoming events
Wednesday November 3 | 4:30 PM

Confirmation Class (6–8th grade)

Sunday
November 7 | 10:15 AM
		
		
		

All Saints Parade—All ages
Gather outside in the courtyard around 10:15 AM to make instruments, talk
about All Saints Day, learn a song, and take a short parade around the church.
ALL AGES ARE INVITED!

Sunday

9-12th grade youth event. Meet in the courtyard at church.

November 7 | 4:00 PM

Wednesday November 10 | 4:30 PM

Confirmation Class (6-8th grade)

Sunday
November 14 | 10:15 PM Pre-K–5th graders gather for Faith Explorers
		
6–12th grade are invited to come help teach, encourage, and have some fun
		
with the Pre-K–5th graders
Sunday
November 14 | 4:00 PM
		
		
		
		
		

ELCA Youth Gathering meeting
All current 8th-12th graders are eligible to attend the ELCA Youth Gathering
in July of 2022. In order to get in on the discounted early registration deadline,
we need your commitments by November 19. Parents and youth, please join us
for a follow-up meeting and contact Pastor Emily, pastoremily@htlcto.org, with
any questions.

Wednesday November 17 | 4:30 PM

Confirmation Class (6-8th grade)

Sunday
November 21 | 10:15 AM Pre-K–5th graders gather for Faith Explorers
		
6–12th grade are invited to come help teach, encourage, and have some fun
		
with the Pre-K–5th graders.
Sunday

November 21 | 4:00 PM

6-12th grade youth event

D I R EC T YO U R C H O I C E D O L L A R S T O DAY!

–Pastor Emily
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Thrivent Choice Dollars®
As a reminder to all Thrivent members please note that your Choice Dollars must be directed each
year. Log on to your account to be sure those dollars are used and please consider selecting Holy Trinity
Lutheran Church as recipient of your dollars.
During this time when we cannot always meet in person and pass the offering plate, we have seen a
decline, particularly in non-pledged giving. Directing your Thrivent Choice Dollars to Holy Trinity is one way
you can give without ever having to leave home.
Directing Choice Dollars online is fast and easy. Simply visit www.Thrivent.com/thriventchoice and click
the “Get Started” link to begin. If you are already registered then select "My Thrivent" from the top menu
and then "Direct Thrivent Choice Dollars" from the drop down menu. If you have any questions about
directing Choice Dollars you can contact the Member Connection Center at 1-800-847-4836 and say
“Thrivent Choice” at the prompt.
Don’t miss this opportunity to recommend where
Thrivent gives back!
—Lynn Youngren

Advent is here!

Memorial Gifts

We give thanks for the many gifts in 2021
in memory of members of Holy Trinity

Is it almost Advent already? Yes, and we will begin Advent even
sooner! We typically begin Advent at the end of November. By
then, Christmas decorations and carols already abound. This year,
we will take a longer pause - a time of anticipation - and begin
Advent on the week following our celebration of All Saints. The
North American Academy of Liturgy shares that a longer Advent
season is actually an older tradition than a four-week Advent. In
fact, engaging in a longer Advent season (40 days) “intentionally
positioned Advent as a corollary of the Lenten season.”

In Memory of B.J. Slattum

Dennis and Sandra Condray, Nancy Truex,
Norma Odell, Kiyo and Miriam Nakayama
Karsten Lundring, Patty Bartholome, Elmer
and Elaine Ramsey, Michael and Laurel
Engstrom, Jerry and Margaret Miller, Eric and
Cherie Jensen, Donald and Diane Mehringer

What will change? Not much! We will still follow the gospel
lectionary readings. We will still have an Advent wreath and
decorations, and we will still sing Advent and Christmas songs.

In Memory of Beverly Anderson

Roberta Kitlinski, Norma Odell, Kay Howard,
Dorothy Roehlke, Anne Heldreth, Alycia
Elfstrom

Our theme for Advent is related to the many apocalyptic texts
that appear even at the beginning of November. That word,
“apocalyptic”, might scare us, but all it really means is “revelation.”
Apocalyptic literature is about what happens when God reveals
God’s self to the world: “the world as we know it ends.” Yes! The
world as we know it. With Christ’s advent, something new begins.
Are we willing to release our tight grip on the ways of the world we
are used to in order to allow something new to begin? This Advent
we will sing of hope - hope for the journey towards justice. We will
sing even as we grieve - because we grieve the loss of an ending
even as we move toward a new beginning. We will sing of the ways
in which we might prepare the way of the Lord. We will sing for
ourselves, our church, our community, and for our world.

In Memory of Brenda Tubbs

Jimmy and Susan Hughes
Sue Levine, Michelle Woodward

In Memory of David Himes
Dick and Anita Londgren

In Memory of Dorothy Foreman
Dorothy Foreman (Trust)

In Memory of Gary Withrow

Gary Withrow (Trust)
Kevin Withrow|Gary Withrow Trust

(References from “My Heart Shall Sing” by Barn Geese Worship)

In Memory of Gordon Stone

—Pastor Emily
W

E
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Kiyo and Miriam Nakayama, Marion King,
Della Vivien, Sandra Kane, Dick and Anita
Londgren, Mary Imsland, Shirley Gutknecht
Greg Stone, Charlene Wecker

In Memory of Jack Holmgren

Barbara Warkentien, Norma Odell, Mary
Imsland, Sandy Holmgren, Gary and Kathy
Gitch, Joe Everson and Susan Corey
Bill and Mary Hurley

In Memory of Robbie Beatty
Marian Beatty
The High School Youth Group made a welcome sign to greet Pastor
Emily and Joe Ebert to Holy Trinity in October. Selfie by Pastor Emily.

In Memory of Ken Warkentien
Barbara Warkentien
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Advent calendars available in narthex
As you come in or out
of the church sanctuary,
please feel free to pick
up an Advent Calendar
beginning Sunday,

CHURCH OFFICE
CLOSED
Thursday
November 11
Veterans Day
Thursday
November 25-26
Thanksgiving Holiday

November 14.
These calendars are given
to us by ELCA World Hunger
and are beautiful and
meaningful. Each square
you open offers a verse or
idea to think about as we
journey during the season of Advent.
–Sheri Groenveld
From the Community Outreach & Advocacy Team

Manna Conejo Valley Food Bank
Food donations from Holy Trinity have been quite low of
late, what with only nine bags of groceries being donated in
the last two months. With the holidays coming up, please
see if you can possibly donate some items of food or some
toiletries.
Donations can be left, any Sunday, on the silver wire shelves in
the narthex. Or please come visit us on Saturday, November 6,
in the HTLC parking lot circle between 9:30 to 11:30 AM. We’ll
lift your donations from your car for you.
Manna’s top requests this week are cookies, crackers,
Hamburger Helper, tomato soup, coffee, tea, and other drinks
such as Almond milk, soft drinks or water.
Karen and Marty Kreman
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DRIVE-THROUGH
FOOD DROP-OFF
NOVEMBER 6
FIRST SATURDAY
OF THE MONTH
9:30-11:30 AM
PARKING LOT CIRCLE
HOLY TRINITY
LUTHERAN CHURCH
1 W AVE DE LOS ARBOLES
THOUSAND OAKS

Angel Tree is back!

This year our congregation will see the familiar tree in the narthex for Angel
Tree giving as we celebrate the season of Advent! From the tree you will have
two options to pick and return:

1.

Giving for the families who

2.

You can buy a toy for a child.

attend the Park Oaks tutoring.

Different toy options will be

This giving is in the form of

hanging on the tree and those

grocery store gift cards to help

items can be bought and

the families who are in need.

returned to the tree by Sunday,

You can give by donating money

December 5. The items should

and the cards will be bought by

be unwrapped. These gifts will

the COAM team (Community

be handed out to local families

Outreach & Advocacy Team) or

through the Harbor House Adopt

you can purchase gift cards and

a Family program on Saturday,

drop them in the church office.

December 11.

We will be buying $25 gift cards.
If you donate funds, you can
write "Park Oaks gift cards" on
the memo line of your check
written out to "Holy Trinity." You

Please email me if you have any
questions.

New Capital Reserve
Fund envelope
Starting in January 2022, the offering
envelopes that you receive in the
mail will have a new name for the
Building Fund. It is now called the
Capital Reserve Fund. The reason for
the change was to update the title
of the fund to what was approved
in the reallocation of funds at the
congregational meeting last May.
The purpose of the funds is basically
the same—it can be used on capital
projects of Holy Trinity’s buildings or
grounds. Since this will most likely
be renovation projects in the future
instead of new construction, the

Sheri Groenveld

change in title seems appropriate.

sherigroenveld@yahoo.com

The giving section on Holy Trinity’s
website will be updated to reflect

can also donate online to the

this change also. If you have any

Holy Trinity giving site, htlcto.org/

questions, please contact Grace

giving/ and choose Gifts of Hope

Nelson at grace.nelson@verizon.net.

to make your donation.

—Grace Nelson

Pastor's note—continued from page 1
we could to ride the side roads
where there was not a soul to
be found, hoping that the small
extra container of gasoline we
had in tow would get us to our
next destination. We set up our
tent, trying to avoid rattlesnakes
and tarantulas. We gave our gear
a rest, taking hikes anywhere we
could while also trying to avoid
heat exhaustion. It was a space of
wandering, witnessing the dryness
of the land; building perturbations
about our lack of care for creation

while at the same time sitting in
awe of those who advocate for
it; curiosities forming about the
intersection of spirituality and
motorcycling; wondering what our
new life in California would bring.
This is the beauty of transitions:
the wandering and the wondering.
Transitions make us uneasy
because nothing is for sure, but
these are also the spaces where
we are given room to contemplate
and imagine something new. In

the midst of trying to dodge the
rocks, rattlesnakes, and tarantulas;
in the midst of worrying about the
next sign of civilization or available
gas station, our creativity has the
capacity to come alive. My prayer
in starting here at Holy Trinity is
that this transitional space we’re in
will be as wide as the wilderness,
because it is there, that, when
given the loving nudge, our
creativity can thrive.
—Pastor Emily
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Meet and greet Pastor Emily
Holy Trinity has several events to help introduce the community to Pastor Emily.
RSVP to churchoffice@htlcto.org to let us know which event you would like to attend. You can also
sign-up at church on Sunday.
Wednesday November 3
12:00 PM
			
			

Meet at Eggs ‘n Things
Please bring money for lunch
This is an inside event

Hosts: Bernie & Sue Bauer

Sunday

Gathering and Refreshments

Host: Nina Wong

November 7

12:30 PM

			

On the Church Patio

Tuesday
November 9
1:00 PM
			

University Village
Outside at the BBQ area

Hosts: Bill and Janet Witt

Choir is back after COVID hiatus!
The Holy Trinity Choir is grateful to

mask” vocal sounds and words, the

the gift of music. Later this month,

once again be participating in the

choir intentionally works on clarity

the Advent/Christmas musical

11:00 AM traditional worship service.

and projection of the text. We are

opportunities will be announced. In

However, you might not recognize

delighted to hear from congregants

the meantime, savor the beautiful

us because we are singing behind

that they are able to understand the

autumn days, stay well, and keep a

“singers masks,” a larger frontal mask

text which is also projected on the

song in your hearts.

which provides added protection for

front wall of the sanctuary during

people gathered in the sanctuary.

the anthem. What a privilege to once

Because of the masks’ tendency "to

again deliver the Good News through

—Elmer Heerema
Holy Trinity Choir Director
Photograph by Dick Londgren
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WOMEN'S GROUPS
Ruth & Mary Martha
Bible study circles

his wife and caretaker, shares
for her husband. She writes with

Dorcas Quilting
Circle

Our Bible study circles will meet on

compassion, courage and help for all

We are looking forward to November

Monday, November 8 at 7:00 PM

experiencing this difficult journey.

quilting and finishing Christmas quilts

her struggles in end of life care

and on Thursday, November 11 at

to distribute this holiday season. We

9:30 AM, in the church library. All

have been gifted with some beautiful

women are welcome to either circle

Christmas fabric so our members

for the Gather Bible study. This is the

have enjoyed quilting and finishing

third session under the theme The gift

quilts to give to others.

of the Spirit; A divine wild goose chase.

This month's meeting is on Thursday,

The third session is titled Spirit of God,

November 18 at 9:00 AM, in the east

mover and guide. We will explore the

end of the Fellowship Hall near the

Spirit as the Wind of God.

Dorcas Circle storage cabinets. We

Do join us for study and dialogue.

welcome anyone who can help us in

If you are unable to come to the

this ministry.

in-person study, you are welcome
to join the synodical Zoom Women
of the ELCA Bible study on Monday,
November 22 at 7:00 PM. Email Karil
Drake at karildrake@yahoo.com for
the Zoom link.
Contact Dixie Hanson at
dixhanson@gmail.com with any
questions or comments.
—Dixie Hanson

Thea Book Circle
Thea Book Circle's November read
is Love in a Time of Crisis by Vivian
Elaine Johnson. It is a message of
hope for caregivers and others who
find joy in the midst of pain. Holy
Trinity remembers Pastor George
Johnson who served as interim
pastor for our congregation. Vivian,

Holy Trinity was blessed several years

—Sally Johnson

ago to hear Pastor George and Vivian
talk about their life, the many books
they had written and
the path they were
walking in their life
together.
This insightful and
readable book will
be discussed at
our book group on
Monday, November
22 at 7:00 PM in
the church library.
There are numerous
copies available and
circulating among the
group members.
—Sally Johnson

Monthly Gather Bible Study
on Zoom
Last Monday evening of the month
6:30 PM Chat | 7:00 PM Bible study
Request Zoom link from Karil Drake
KarilDrake@yahoo.com

SWO Thankoffering Worship
on Zoom
Monday, November 15, 7:00 PM
Request Zoom link from Karil Drake
KarilDrake@yahoo.com

A worship service for those who do not have a
tradition of Women of the ELCA Thankoffering
worship in their congregation

Together we thank God!
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Honey Tree Early Childhood Center
Give thanks to the Lord for He is good. –Psalm 107:1

Honey Tree is in full, fall swing with
favorite autumn and November
activities. Enrollment is strong,
at pre-pandemic capacity, with
continued COVID-19 health and
safety protocols in place and with
thriving, young children. We are so
thankful. God is gracious and good!

preschoolers and kindergartners.
Once again we were able to enjoy
Halloween costume parades with
individual classes and their families
participating outdoors on the
church grass courtyard at staggered
times throughout the days before
Halloween.

October highlights included our
annual Honey Tree Pop Up Pumpkin
Patch and the return of Halloween
Parades this year. The fall Pumpkin
Patch mysteriously appeared on the
grass area between the Fellowship
Hall and church office. Over 185
child size pumpkins were “picked”
in our “miracle” patch by delighted

November themes and activities
focus on fall leaves, squirrels and
owls, family and Thanksgiving. Our
kindergarten curriculum includes a
unit on Native Americans and their
monthly global “tour” will introduce
them to South America/Peru.
Snack time prayers and Thanksgiving
activities give us the opportunity to

B

share that God is good and that He
cares for us in many ways. We look
forward to hearing from the children
about what they are thankful for.
Their expressions of gratitude are
always simple, spontaneous, and
bring a smile!
Honey Tree will be closed
to observe Veterans Day,
November 11 and Thanksgiving
recess is November 22-26.
“Oh the Lord is good to me and so
I thank the Lord, for giving me the
things I need: the sun and the rain
and the apple seed, oh the Lord is
good to me!”
—Calla Chevalier

etty Ruth Nelson passed away

net scrubbies to give to family

peacefully on October 25, 2021,

and friends. To many, she lovingly

at the Oak View skilled nursing

became known as the “scrubby lady.”

facility in Thousand Oaks, California,

Betty was a woman of deep faith

on Monday, October 25. Baptized at

who had expressed she was “ready to

Bethlehem Lutheran Church in Fort

go home.” Her family shared that her

Dodge, Iowa, Betty was a lifelong

last words were that she was “going

Lutheran. She and her husband,
Roger, joined Holy Trinity on July 8,
2001. After Roger died in 2005, Betty
moved to University Village and
continued attending the church.
Crocheting was a hobby Betty
enjoyed for many years as she
made afghans, bedspreads, new
baby outfits, and more. When
she was no longer able to read
and follow instructions in recent
years, she started crocheting nylon
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over the hill to meet Jesus.”

In Memoriam
Betty Nelson
August 18, 1921–
October 25, 2021
Do not let your hearts be
troubled. Trust in God, trust also
in me. I am going to prepare a
place for you.
John 14:1-2

Betty had a goal of reaching 100
years old, which she did this last
August. She is pictured here with her
100th birthday crown. There is no
date yet for a memorial service. That
information will be shared if a date
is planned. In the meantime, please
keep Betty’s family in your prayers.
May light perpetual shine
upon her O, Lord.

STEWARDSHIP

Dear partner in ministry,
Will you help us build the church? I’m not just talking about
the bricks and windows of our sanctuary. I am talking about
building relationships. This last year with the pandemic, we
were reminded that the church is more than a physical space.
We had to find new ways to connect by meeting outside and
meeting online. We were also reminded just how important
our social interactions are, as we missed many of our natural
connecting points with people in the community and in the
church.
I am thankful for the ways that many of you at Holy Trinity
continued to be church. Whether it was attending an outdoor
service, volunteering with the feeding program at Harbor
House, joining an online communion, or doing Bible study via
Zoom and YouTube, people found ways to stay connected.
Many of you also continued to faithfully give and support the
ministries of the church even in this difficult time.
We are asking that you will again support Holy Trinity as we
look toward the ministry of the coming year. Our Stewardship
Campaign for this fall is “Build Relationships, Build the Church.”
Please take a moment to fill out the pledge card provided on
this page. We need your financial gifts more than ever as our
giving needs to increase by 5% annually in order to support our
new staffing levels. You can also give online at www.htlcto.org.
Just as important, we would like to know if you can participate
in building the church through building relationships by joining
some form of “Growth Group” in 2022. You can see on the
pledge card where to place a check mark if you are willing to
participate in a “Growth Group.”
Thank you for your faithful generosity!
Pastor Erik
Pastor Emily
Miriam Nakayama, Council President
Let us consider how to provoke one another to love and good
deeds, not neglecting to meet together…but encouraging one
another all the more... –Hebrews 10:24-25

Please mail your Pledge Card to the church office:
1 W. Avenida de los Arboles
Thousand Oaks, CA 91360
OR drop it in the black dropbox on the wall to the
right of the church office door
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NOVEMBER CALENDAR

Events listed on this Tempo Newsletter calendar
LOCATION KEY
FH
- Fellowship Hall are provided by the church office master calendar.
FS
- Fireside Room
Please make sure to schedule your events through
LIB
- Library
the church office before planning and publicizing
SANC - Sanctuary
your event: churchoffice@htlcto.org.
PAT
- Patio/Courtyard

Meditation Group
Church Office Hours
9:00 AM–2:30 PM

For assistance contact
Kathleen Sands
Church Office & Campus
Operations Manager
805-492-1234
churchoffice@htlcto.org
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During this season of thanksgiving and generosity, I found this quote from
John Main in his book, The Heart of Creation:
The mystery of God is one of infinite generosity, a pouring out of infinite
love, and we have to prepare our heart to make them as generous and
as loving as we can. So as we say our mantra, we let go of our thoughts,
plans and problems in order to clear the way for God.
Join us for a Zoom meditation on the first Thursday of the month,
November 4 at 4:00 PM. Email miriamnakayama@gmail.com for a Zoom
invite. We meet on Thursdays at 4:00 PM in person for meditation in
the church library on November 11 and 18. There will be no meditation
Thanksgiving Day, November 25.
Blessings on your Thanksgiving! —Miriam Nakayama

Long-time member Norma Odell leaving
Norma Odell has been a part of Holy Trinity for many years. She has faithfully
attended the 11:00 AM traditional worship service as well as been involved
in altar guild and many other aspects of church life. A few Sundays ago, she
came out of worship and began to get choked up as she told me she would be
moving to be closer to her daughter. Norma told me she has been a member
for 60 years at Holy Trinity. I don’t know if she was a founding member, but
60 years spans almost the entire existence of the church. She has had a lot of
history here and been a big part of the community. We wish her farewell and
Godspeed. —Pastor Erik
New address for Norma Odell:
1309 Kensington Drive
Charleston, SC 29407

Chair project
After much discussion at various Council meetings, a task force has been formed to facilitate the purchase of new chairs
for the church sanctuary. The current pews have gotten older and many are in disrepair with fading fabric and various
cracks in the wood and nails sticking out. Rather than purchase new pews, the council and task force have decided
to look into chairs because they allow for a much more flexible use of the sanctuary space. They can be stacked and
rearranged to accommodate different seating arrangements for worship, learning events, or even dinners. Another
important feature of chairs is that many of them could have arm rests for those who need extra support while getting up
and down from their seat.
This was all being discussed even before COVID, but when COVID hit, and there was a need to remove the pews to create
seating with spacing, the conversation was accelerated and we are now looking at ordering chairs. Before we do so,
however, the task force would like to get the congregation’s input. The photo provided below shows the designs of the
chairs we are looking at. For a few Sundays after worship, we will have the chairs available so people can sit in them and
try them out. The colors won’t necessarily be the ones the task force will chose, but people can get a chance see how
comfortable they are and cast a vote for their favorite. We hope you will be able to come to worship in November to see
the chair samples.

New chair samples.
Try them out on Sundays
in November and cast
your vote for the style
you like.
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Join us for worship and
Bible study online on our
YouTube channel
Go to YouTube
and type in:
Holy Trinity Lutheran Church
Thousand Oaks CA
OR
Visit the church website
HTLCTO.ORG
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WORSHIP in NOVEMBER
9:30 AM  –  Informal service   11:00 AM  – Traditional service
We will wear masks inside the
sanctuary for the foreseeable future
as COVID-19 continues to be an issue
and we strive to keep people safe.

November 24 – Conejo Valley

Our informal worship with Praise
Band is at 9:30 AM, and traditional
worship is at 11:00 AM. The Holy
Trinity Choir has returned to
share special music and support
congregational singing at the
traditional service.

7:00 PM. It is hosted by Temple Adat

Special services in November

www.harborhouseto.org/donate.html

November 7 – All Saint’s Day
We will have special prayers and a
soloist on this Sunday at Holy Trinity
as we remember those who have died
in the last year.

—Pastor Erik

Interfaith Association Thanksgiving
Eve Service: Return, Renew, Rejoice
This will be a live streamed event at
Elohim. Go to:
www.AdatElohim.org/thanksgiving
Harbor House will receive all
voluntary contributions.
Donate online:

Save the date!

Pastor Emily Ebert
installation
December 5 2:00 PM
ONE WORSHIP
There will be no Sunday
morning worship this day. We
will hold ONE WORSHIP service
at 2:00 PM only.

