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Pastor’s note

Acknowledging loss and looking ahead
By the rivers of Babylon—
there we sat down and there we wept
when we remembered Zion.
How could we sing the LORD’s song
in a foreign land? –Psalm 137
This Psalm was referring to a time when many of the Israelites were in exile in
Babylon. Their capital city of Jerusalem had been destroyed by the Babylonian
armies, and the temple, which was the very dwelling place of God on earth,
had been torn down. They had been dragged off into captivity into a foreign
land. Their world had been turned upside down and even their faith was in
question as they had lost their holy place of worship.
This is why they are weeping. They are grieving the loss of all they hold dear.
They are grieving the loss of their way of life and even their beliefs were in
question. They are yearning for what once was, as they remember how things
had been before their exile. While they had no idea how long they might be in
captivity, I’m sure they wished it could be over and put behind them.
As this new year begins, many are glad to put 2020 behind them. From a global
pandemic, to devastating wildfires, a record number of hurricanes, racial
tensions, and a contentious election season, a variety of events have happened
that have made last year a very difficult one. Our world has been turned upside
down and for those who have quarantined themselves for protection, it might
feel a little like they have been captive in their own homes. Sometimes it may
have felt like we were in this foreign place we didn’t want to be in and we
wanted things to just go back to the way they were. We may have even felt like
weeping when we remembered how life had been before.
But it might be a while before things get back to the way they were. Things
may never quite be exactly the same again. Vaccines are on their way, but
it will take time before everyone can get one. Precautions will still need to
continue. The timeline for when the pandemic will be over is uncertain and
even with vaccines the new virus will still be among us for years to come.
The uncertainty has caused a sense of loss. There has almost been a kind of
grieving process taking place on a global scale as we have missed our freedom
Pastor's note — continued on page 11
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SUBMISSION & DEADLINE

Tempo Newsletter is a monthly
publication with information
provided by staff and members of
Holy Trinity Lutheran Church.
To contribute to the newsletter,
please follow the submissions
requirements listed below.
Contact Lynn Youngren,
805 990-3006 text anytime,
youngrenpro@gmail.com

SUBMISSION requirements

+ Articles/information due by 11 AM,
on or before deadlines listed below
+ ONE article per email send to:
youngrenpro@gmail.com
+ Expect a reply that your email was
received
+ Each email subject line should
contain “HTLC newsletter” or
"Tempo" and a descriptive word
about its specific content
+ Check spelling and accuracy of
information before sending
+ Send final versions of articles only
+ Late submissions may be held until
the following month’s publication

DEADLINES for 2021
Deadlines are usually on the THIRD
THURSDAY of each month but
sometimes they are adjusted due
to holidays and printing schedules.
Submissions are due no later than
11:00 AM on each deadline day.

December 17 for January 2021
issue

January 21, 2021 for February issue
February 18 for the March issue
March 18 for the April issue
April 22 for the May issue
May 20 for the June issue
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Authentic Diversity Team formation
The Church Council recently

any other category that divides us.”

Ally Sadowski and Joan Eggert are

approved the formation of the

We will use the report prepared by

co-chairing the Team and would like

Authentic Diversity Team, which

the Task Force for Strategic Authentic

to invite others who are interested

will facilitate discussion and actions

Diversity and adopted by the ELCA

in moving this work forward to join

to more successfully live out the

Churchwide Assembly in August 2019

us. Please reach out to Ally at alicia.

promises of the Holy Trinity Welcome

as a basis for exploring what it means

sadowski@berkeley.edu or Joan at

Statement that reads, in part: “we

to be an authentically diverse church

joaneggert@hotmail.com.

welcome everyone regardless

and working to dismantle racism

of race, age, gender identity or

within our congregation and the

expression, sexual orientation...or

larger ELCA churchwide organization.

—Joan Eggert

HTLC Welcome Statement
Holy Trinity joyfully extends

strive to love diversely and deeply.

Christ’s love to all. We welcome

To all who have been marginalized,

everyone regardless of race, age,

we will work to demonstrate that

gender identity or expression,

nothing can separate you from the

sexual orientation, physical or

love of God.

mental health, faith, doubt, family
composition, political affiliation,
socio-economic status, or any other
category that divides us. Christ
taught us that loving is a neverending process of growth and

“There is no longer Jew or Greek,
there is no longer slave or free, there
is no longer male and female; for
all of you are one in Christ Jesus.”
Galatians 3:28.

reconciliation. At Holy Trinity, we
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Council Action Items—December 2020
Holy Trinity’s Church Council met on December 15, 2020 via Zoom. Here are
some of the highlights of that meeting:
•

After the well-attended 11:00 AM worship service on Sunday,
December 13, council decided to go ahead with the outdoor services,
especially for Christmas Eve, but encourage people to be cautious about
being around family members who have traveled, and then attending a
service.

•

The $46,700 PPP loan was completely forgiven in early December.

HTLC

November year to date offerings are $447,000, $57,000 under budget.

Council Action

Even with our expenses being under budget, because of the PPP loan
forgiveness, we expect to at least break even at the end of the year.
•

the student we are sponsoring at Wartburg Seminary. This is from a
dedicated account, not the budget.
•

recorder was having difficulty finding an open branch, then would have

in Tempo Newsletter from

to wait in long lines to make our deposits every week.
•

meeting. It will then be mailed to the congregation for their review before

Council is thinking about or

the January 31 annual meeting at 1:00 PM on Zoom.
•

Please feel free to contact
any council member for more
information.

Council authorized Pastor Erik to be able to enter into contracts for guest
preaching and adult education with experienced members of our church.

it will be a series of bullet
points with minimal detail.

Finance’s preliminary budget was presented to council for discussion.
The final budget will be approved at the January 12, 2021 council

on items that the Church

working on. In most cases

Council approved a 2 year contract with Bank of America for the scanning
of deposits from our church office. The cost is $180 a year. Our income

This column will appear

time to time with updates

We will be paying the second year $2,000 scholarship for Emily Erisman,

•

One of Pastor Erik’s goals for 2021 is to promote and expand having small
growth groups meet over
Zoom. People would sign up for
a limited period like six weeks.

Thank you for reading this article.
If you have any questions or
comments, email Miriam at
miriamnakayama@gmail.com.
May the peace of the Lord be with
you this new year!
Sincerely,
Miriam Nakayama
Council President
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THURSDAY
JANUARY 21
11:00 AM
See page 2 for
submission details

Thank you to Holy Trinity volunteers
On behalf of the Holy Trinity congregation, we wish to thank our many
wonderful volunteers who have faithfully served all these months to assist
with making sure the Holy Trinity congregation has received the Word of
God during these challenging and difficult times. Our volunteers have been
brilliant. Thank you!
It takes a lot of people to produce the weekly worship videos and to make
the outdoor worship services on the patio possible. Many of you have had
to learn new technology, such as how to record yourself at home using a
cell phone or a computer. Then you had to learn how to submit a video,
sometimes that’s not so simple. We have welcomed the participation of
so many church members who have played a part in creating the Offering
Videos which have kept everyone feeling connected, because everyone
likes to see their friends. We appreciate the readers who have recorded
themselves reading Scripture so beautifully week after week. We especially
appreciate the musicians. You have learned how to record music at home,
sometimes listening to your fellow musicians with earphones. Thank you
to the many musicians who come into the sanctuary to record their music
each week, and to those musicians who have been willing to show up
during outdoor worship to lead music behind acrylic, six feet apart.
Thank you to the many volunteers who have worked so hard to organize
and set-up outdoor worship. A lot of work goes on to plan, organize,
and prepare to make sure everyone stays safe and follows county
regulations. Then it takes many hands to set-up chairs, register church
members, and usher.
Thank you to the volunteers who help to get the mailings out, like this
Tempo Newsletter. Thank you to the many church members who helped
deliver the Altar Kits to doorsteps. Thank you to the members who
volunteer at Harbor House, make lunches, and collect food for Manna to
make sure hungry people get food. Thank you to the volunteers who help
around the church campus, making repairs, and keeping things clean and
safe. Thank you to the people who organize circle groups, keeping people
connected. Thank you to those who sew quilts to provide comfort and
masks to provide safety. Thank you to those who have submitted their
memories through photographs and their stories about living through
quarantine. And thank you to the council members who quietly keep things
running behind the scenes.
We appreciate you all so very much and know our church continues to
thrive because of the church members who continue to hear the call to
serve Christ.
—Kathleen Sands

Congregational
meeting for 2021
Please mark your calendars for
January 31 at 1:00 PM so you can
attend a congregational meeting.
Your attendance at the meeting
is important to help us make
decisions to move ahead as we
continue to look at how we can
do church in these unusual times.
This meeting is an opportunity to
share with the congregation what
the council is proposing for our
ministry plan for the coming year
and how we will fund our mission
through the church budget.
Because of the pandemic there
will not be an in-person meeting.
Our meeting will be held on the
Zoom platform. We will still need
our quorum of approximately
50 people, however, so we hope
you will mark your calendars
and look for the zoom link in
your all-church email as the
date gets closer. Stay tuned for
opportunities to get a preview of
the budget as well.

—Pastor Erik
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Dorcas Circle

chess prodigy and struggles with

Lately, we have met on the patio

addiction in a quest to become the

at church with masks and distance.

Members of Dorcas continue to

greatest chess player in the world.

Fortunately the weather cooperated.

create and sew. Cheery quilts
were given to Hospice, Thousand
Oaks Healthcare Center, Meals on
Wheels, and folks who were home or
hospitalized over the holiday season.
Our Holy Trinity Dorcas Circle quilters
make art come alive in the creative
patterns they produce. Thanks to the
beautiful fabric pieces we receive,
we are able to continue sewing and
serving. We look forward to 2021 so
we can gather and sew together as a
group.
—Sally Johnson

2. THE 12TH MAN

Unfortunately, it left several women

A Norwegian saboteur's attempts

out who were not comfortable with

to reach safety from the Nazis

coming in person. In December,

during WWII. Based on true

we tried the Zoom format which

events.

allowed more women to participate

3. THE LIFE AHEAD
An aging Holocaust Survivor
provides child care to slum
children in Italy. Sophia Loren,
at age 86, provides quiet and
accepting dignity to her first major
film in over a decade.
—Sally Johnson

outside of our circle group as well as
those who were not able to come in
person. Unfortunately, the downside
was dealing with the complications of
technology. We look forward to the
return to our meetings at church.
However, the Bible studies written
in the Gather magazine have been
excellent. The three session study on

reading I recommend three must-

Mary-Martha
& Ruth Bible
Study Circles

“Holy Time,” how we live and move

see movies available on Netflix.

Since we have not been able to

God’s people (September), through

There is such an enormous variety

get together in person these many

recognizing and responding to God’s

of selections it is often difficult to

months, our circle women have tried

grace in the now (October), and

filter through and make a good

different ways of connecting. We

through re-imagining the future in

choice. These movies are worthy of

tried being partners in the study

the light of God’s reign (November).

consideration.

through phone conversations which

The writer of the study was Rev.

1. THE QUEEN'S GAMBIT

gave us a chance to get to know

Meghan Johnston Aelabouni who is a

each other even better one on one.

doctoral candidate in religious studies

THEA Book Circle
For all the folks who are weary of

An orphaned girl becomes a

and have our being in God as we
live out our faith in relationship to
the times of our lives: through acts
of memory that re-member us as

continued on page 13
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Mid-week Bible study

BIBLE STUDY ON THE
BOOK OF JAMES
For the month of January, our weekly Bible
study will be based on the Book of James
with the author Mark D. Wickstrom as our
guide.
The letter of James enters us into dialogue
about the gift of God that enables God's
people to live and grow in responsible
maturity. This advice for responsible,
faithful behavior is scattered throughout
James. This study will engage participants in
tough questions about wisdom, growth and
maturity in a rich, vibrant format.
This four session Bible study explores
selected passages from James.

Honey Tree
Early Childhood Center

NEW YEAR, NEW HOPE
May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace as
you trust in Him, so that you may overflow with hope
by the power of the Holy Spirit. Romans 15:13
God fills us with a new and resilient hope as we welcome 2021
at Honey Tree. We are hopeful that local, national, and global
COVID-19 cases will decrease, that a vaccine will soon be available
for all, and that Honey Tree will continue to be a safe and healthy
place for children.
Classes are resuming following our Christmas recess and once
again the school campus will be vibrant with happy noises of young
children playing, laughing, running, and learning. Sounds of hope!
Our January curriculum themes will focus on the season of winter,
arctic animals and habitats, ice activities and experiments.
More important than curriculum themes in this COVID-19 winter
is recognizing that many young children’s social, emotional, and

January 6

developmental well being have been impacted by the pandemic.

What Is Wisdom? (James 1:1-18)

COVID-19 has changed many things about our school routines and

January 13

daily lives. This new year is an uncertain time but it is a sure thing

Wisdom: Faith and Action (James 1:19-2:26)
January 20
Wisdom: God's Sustaining Care for the
World (James 3-4)
January 27
Wisdom: Healthy Habits that Sustain
Christian Hope (James 5:7-20)
You are invited to read the Bible passages
ahead of time in preparation for the study.
All of the presentations are emailed to our
church members and also can be found
on our YouTube channel at Holy Trinity
Lutheran Church Thousand Oaks, CA.
—Pastor Erik

that our young children are still learning, growing, and developing.
Honey Tree Early Childhood Center nurtures that growth by
helping children stay socially/emotionally connected and providing
stability and support to families.
God is faithful and continues to fill us with His hope in this
challenging season!
Honey Tree Administration
Julie Riedel and Calla Chevalier

The season of
Epiphany follows the
season of Christmas.
It begins on January
6 until the last
Sunday before Ash
Wednesday.
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Youth Ministry update
On Sunday November 22, the high school youth
group used an assortment of both real and fake
greenery to create their very own Advent wreaths!
We all found that this activity was the perfect way
to start us off on our wait in hope for the coming of
Christ—both past and future—and in beginning the
new church year calendar. After the activity, the teens
learned about the meaning of the Advent wreaths
and its four candles. Overall, it was a joyous day!
On Sunday November 13, the high
school youth group created individual
“affirmation boxes”. Through writing
“self-love” letters, affirmations to
themselves and others, listing their
trusted contacts, and understanding
their own boundaries, the teens
took a day to reflect and check-in
with themselves. Recognizing that
this time has been very hard on

everybody, mental health and the practice of selfcare was at the forefront of this week’s Youth Group.
To end, there was a discussion on what self-care
looked like to each individual.

—Jesus Raya
Youth Ministry Coordinator
youthmin@htlcto.org
Photographs by Jesus Raya
PAGE 8

Children's Ministry update
November and December were busy months for children's ministry at Holy
Trinity! In late November we learned about Advent and created Advent
wreaths together so we could celebrate the coming of Christ in our homes.
In December, we shared the Christmas story by drawing it out with chalk
in our parking lot to spread joy to those who visit our campus. Lastly, Faith
Explorer families have been working on filming segments of the Christmas
story to create a virtual Christmas program that was included as part of the
Christmas Eve service.
We are looking forward

CHURCH
OFFICE
CLOSED
FRIDAY
JANUARY 1
&
MONDAY
JANUARY 18

to what is to come in
January!
—Inger Smuts
Children’s Ministry
Coordinator
kidsmin@htlcto.org

Church
Office Hours
For assistance,
please contact
Kathleen Sands,
Church Office & Campus
Operations Manager,
via phone 805-492-1234
or email
churchoffice@htlcto.org
Photographs by Inger Smuts
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Meditation Group
Happy New Year! We will continue to meet by Zoom once a month on the first Thursday of every month at
4:00 PM. That would be January 7. Email miriamnakayama@gmail.com if you would like a Zoom invite.
I read a lovely prayer by Howard Thurman that he wrote in 1951 from Conversations with God: Two Centuries
of Prayers by African Americans, ed. James Melvin Washington (Harper Collins: 1994), 183.

O

God, I Need Thee
I Need Thy Sense of Time
Always I have an underlying anxiety about things.
Sometimes I am in a hurry to achieve my ends
And am completely without patience.
It is hard for me
To realize that some growth is slow,
That all processes are not swift.
I cannot always discriminate
Between what takes time to develop and what
can be rushed,
Because my sense of time is dulled.
I measure things in terms of happenings.
O to understand the meaning of perspective
That I may do all things with a profound sense of
leisure—of time.
I Need Thy Sense of Order
The confusion of the details of living
Is sometimes
overwhelming.
The little things
Keep getting in
my way providing
ready-made

Excuses for failure to do and be
What I know I ought to do and be.
Much time is spent on things that are not very
important
While significant things are put into an
insignificant place
In my scheme of order. I must unscramble my
affairs
So that my life will become order.
O God, I need Thy sense of order.
I Need Thy Sense of the Future
Teach me to know that life is ever
On the side of the future.
Keep alive in me the forward look, the high hope,
The onward surge.
Let me not be frozen
Either by the past or the present.
Grant me, O patient Father,
Thy sense of the
future
Without which all
life would sicken
and die.

In Peace,
Miriam Nakayama
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New book by HTLC member
Patty Shennum
Sometimes when we go through traumatic losses and
experiences, we may forget that others have gone
through something similar—and maybe we can gain
insight and strength from their words.
I’m Still Here is a true inspirational survival
story about Patricia Shennum's tragic loss
of her three children. It provides helpful
suggestions, coping skills, readings, and
music that were, and still are, very helpful to
her—and just might be to you. This book was
designed to help people who have suffered
the loss of their children and to give them the
hope and incentive to carry on.
About the Author
Patricia Shennum has an M.S. and an M.A. in Special
Education and Behavioral Sciences in Education. She
taught for twenty-four years in this field in Guam and
Santa Barbara, California. A world traveler, Patricia's
favorite place to visit is the South Pacific Islands. She
also enjoys photography and other poetry books.
She has a special place in her heart for Labrador
Retrievers. Patricia currently lives in Simi Valley,
California.

Pastor's note—continued from page 1
of travel, missed gathering for
concerts, sports and community
activities, and missed being with
family and friends.
Like the Israelites who missed
worshipping in their temple, those
of us who are people of faith have
also missed the ways we used to
worship. We might have had our
faith challenged as well as things
seem so out of control. Several
books of the Bible wrestle with
what those years of captivity
meant for the people of God. The

Prophets were religious leaders
who rose up to remind the people
that even when things seemed so
uncertain, God was still in control.
They reminded the people that
God was bigger than the temple,
and just because they could no
longer go to their place of worship
it did not mean that God was gone.
The prophet Jeremiah spoke to
the people and reminded them
that although things were difficult
in the present, they would not
always be that way. He tells the
people, “For I know the plans I

have for you,” says the LORD. They
are plans for good and not for
disaster, to give you a future and a
hope.” (Jeremiah 29:11, New Living
Translation)
Jeremiah’s words reverberate
throughout the centuries and
speak to us as well, calling us to
not only grieve a past, but to look
ahead towards a future where
God will give us hope in the midst
of whatever the new year might
bring.
—Pastor Erik
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Kathleen,
I received
these quilt
photos from
my brother
Rich, and
sister-in-law
Jody, and am
now sending them on to you, to once again express our deepest
gratitude and appreciation for all the prayers from Holy Trinity
and for the kind generosity and thoughtfulness with these
beautiful quilts from Holy Trinity’s Dorcas Quilting Circle. These
loving blessings of reaching out to my family during this time as
Rich and Jody recover from COVID-19, are held so closely and
deeply within our hearts. We thank you Church Family. God
bless each of you.
With Love and Blessings,
Nina Wong and Family
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Continued from page 6 — MaryMartha & Ruth Bible Study Circles
and a country coordinator for the ELCA
Young Adults in Global Mission program in
Jerusalem and the West Bank.
In December Rev. Jordan Miller-Stubbendick
led us in an Advent Devotional, lifting up
the spiritual practices of Singing, Writing,
Moving and Connecting.
For the next four months, we will go on an
adventure of noticing and learning from
God’s heavenly messengers in a study
written by Rev. Dr. Christa Von Zychlin who
has served Lutheran churches around the
world through ELCA Global partnerships.
To quote from the Gather write-up of the
study: “We will likely encounter a wide
range of attitudes about angels among
participants, yet this is one of many reasons
Bible study is so relevant and important for
Christian communities: We hike together
along the pathways of God’s word, and
become attentive to each other’s unique
insights and experiences, getting stronger
every step of the way.” January’s session
is titled “Journeys with Angels.” Watch the
announcements for how we will meet this
month.

Ringing in the New Year
fairly with Miriam!
Happy 2021! Happy NEW Year! With
an emphasis on new. In my search for
finding something new and fresh for this
article, I came across news from Equal
Exchange where I purchase most of our
fair trade items. Equal Exchange is building
a democratic food system that belongs to
the people, not corporations. These days,
they are going beyond their own products to collaborate with other
independent food companies. These products will be available for me
to order. Some examples are: Everything Flatbread Crackers, Organic
Oregon Trail Mix, Old Fashioned Buckwheat Pancake Mix, Organic
Buttermilk Pancake Mix, Organic Rolled Oats, Royal Cinnamon, Crest di
Gallo Dry Pasta. Let me know if any of these sound interesting and you
would actually purchase it.
I also read Equal Exchange’s Solidarity Statement that they stand in
solidarity with people fighting for racial justice and those bravely
working to create necessary change. Equal Exchange was founded
on a vision of changing the existing power structures, to create more
fairness, equity, access and hope. The way they do that in the world
is to connect small farmer communities to consumers and to use an
alternative democratic structure in their workplace. I’m proud to be
selling and buying their products!
I also read that church coffee sales are down more than 70,000
pounds compared to this point last year. I am glad that Holy Trinity
members are still ordering coffee by the cases! Thank you so much!
Blessings on your new year,
Miriam Nakayama

As always we encourage interested HTLC
members to support our churchwide
women’s organization through our offerings.
You can go online or send a check to
the church office marking it for WELCA
offerings. Also, there are extra copies of the
Gather magazine in the church office if you
are interested in reading these Bible studies
and the excellent articles.
—Dixie Hanson
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1/1/2021 [Friday]
Church office closed
3:30 PM Record sermon SANC
4:00 PM Harbor House FH
1/2/2021 [Saturday]
9:30 AM MANNA drop off
8:00 AM Altar Guild SANC
4:00 PM Harbor House FH
1/3/2021 [Sunday]
Worship Video
11:00 AM Online Communion via
Zoom
4:00 PM Harbor House FH
1/4/2021 [Monday]
4:00 PM Harbor House FH
1/5/2021 [Tuesday]
3:00 PM Record Bible Study FS
4:00 PM Harbor House FH
1/6/2021 [Wednesday]
4:00 PM Harbor House FH
5:00 PM Bible Study video
1/7/2021 [Thursday]
10:00 AM Record Music for Video
SANC
3:45 PM Choristers SANC
4:00 PM Harbor House FH

1/22/2021 [Friday]
3:30 PM Record sermon SANC
4:00 PM Harbor House FH
1/23/2021 [Saturday]
8:00 AM Altar Guild SANC
4:00 PM Harbor House FH
6:00 PM Finance Meeting
1/13/2021 [Wednesday]
4:00 PM Harbor House FH
5:00 PM Bible Study video
6:30 PM Church Council Meeting
1/14/2021 [Thursday]
10:00 AM Record Music for Video
SANC
3:45 PM Choristers SANC
4:00 PM Harbor House FH
1/15/2021 [Friday]
3:30 PM Record sermon SANC
4:00 PM Harbor House FH
1/16/2021 [Saturday]
8:00 AM Altar Guild SANC
4:00 PM Harbor House FH
1/17/2021 [Sunday]
Worship Video
4:00 PM Harbor House FH

1/8/2021 [Friday]
3:30 PM Record sermon SANC
4:00 PM Harbor House FH

1/18/2021 [Monday]
Church office closed
4:00 PM Harbor House FH

1/9/2021 [Saturday]
8:00 AM Altar Guild SANC
4:00 PM Harbor House FH

1/19/2021 [Tuesday]
3:00 PM Record Bible Study FS
4:00 PM Staff Meeting (Zoom)
4:00 PM Harbor House FH

1/10/2021 [Sunday]
Worship Video
11:00 AM Online Communion via
Zoom
4:00 PM Harbor House FH
1/11/2021 [Monday]
4:00 PM Harbor House FH
1/12/2021 [Tuesday]
3:00 PM Record Bible Study FS
4:00 PM Harbor House FH
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1/20/2021 [Wednesday]
4:00 PM Harbor House FH
1/21/2021 [Thursday]
11:00 AM Tempo Newsletter Deadline
– youngrenpro@gmail.com
10:00 AM Record Music for Video
SANC
3:45 PM Choristers SANC
4:00 PM Harbor House FH

1/24/2021 [Sunday]
Worship Video
4:00 PM Harbor House FH
1/25/2021 [Monday]
4:00 PM Harbor House FH
1/26/2021 [Tuesday]
3:00 PM Record Bible Study FS
4:00 PM Harbor House FH
1/27/2021 [Wednesday]
4:00 PM Harbor House FH
1/28/2021 [Thursday]
10:00 AM Record Music for Video
SANC
3:45 PM Choristers SANC
4:00 PM Harbor House FH
1/29/2021 [Friday]
3:30 PM Record sermon SANC
4:00 PM Harbor House FH
1/30/2021 [Saturday]
8:00 AM Altar Guild SANC
4:00 PM Harbor House FH
1/31/2021 [Sunday]
Worship Video
1:00 PM Congregational meeting via
Zoom
4:00 PM Harbor House FH
Events listed on this Tempo Newsletter
calendar are provided by the church
master calendar. Please make sure
to schedule your events through the
church office: churchoffice@htlcto.org.

LOCATION KEY
FH
FS
SANC
PAT

-

Fellowship Hall
Fireside Room
Sanctuary
Patio/Courtyard

Greetings from Sandpoint, Idaho...
Look at this joyful snow sculpture! It

going wrong, something as simple as

made me smile and lifted my spirits.

a snow sculpture, or a kind act by a

I love that it is standing tall on the

neighbor, or just meditating on God's

ice, arms flung wide, face lifted to

love can make such a difference.

the sky, with eyes open wide, and

During this wonderful season of

a giant smile. Its happiness seems

Christmas, Epiphany, and the Baptism

to welcome the season. I think it

of our Lord, I hope you are able to

celebrates life, and I just about

find happiness as we all celebrate

expect it to jump to life, carefree,

the great reveal of Jesus' birth and

and joyously shouting, "Happy

baptism. We can all be a light in

new year! Thank you, God, for this

the darkness and bring joy to those

beautiful day, for Jesus' birth, for

around us.

your guiding light, and your infinite

Happy New Year!

love."

—Lynn

In a world where one can sometimes

Lynn & Scott Youngren
99 Crooked Ear Drive, Sandpoint, ID 83864
youngrenpro@gmail.com

dwell on the feeling that so much is

a
n
n
a
M
DRIVE-THROUGH
FOOD DROP-OFF
JANUARY 2
FIRST SATURDAY
OF THE MONTH
9:30-11:30 AM

BAPTISM
OF OUR LORD
JANUARY 10
Matthew 3:13-17 (NIV)
13 Then Jesus came from Galilee to the Jordan to be
baptized by John. 14 But John tried to deter him, saying,
“I need to be baptized by you, and do you come to me?”

PARKING LOT CIRCLE

15 Jesus replied, “Let it be so now; it is proper for us to
do this to fulfill all righteousness.” Then John consented.

HOLY TRINITY
LUTHERAN CHURCH

16 As soon as Jesus was baptized, he went up out of the
water. At that moment heaven was opened, and he saw
the Spirit of God descending like a dove and alighting on
him. 17 And a voice from heaven said, “This is my Son,
whom I love; with him I am well pleased.”

1 W AVE DE LOS ARBOLES
THOUSAND OAKS
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Holy Trinity Evangelical Lutheran Church
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805 492-1234 office
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Join us for worship and
Bible study online on our
YouTube channel
Go to YouTube
and type in:
Holy Trinity Lutheran Church
Thousand Oaks CA
OR
Visit the church website
HTLCTO.ORG

JANUARY 2021

JANUARY WORSHIP

We continue weekly worship
videos via YouTube

With a surge in COVID cases after Thanksgiving and another
sure to follow, our church council is again struggling with
whether or not to continue to do outside worship services in
January or go back to online only as hospitals fill to the breaking
point and healthcare officials urge us to stay home. We will
continue producing worship videos to post online through
YouTube and we will have opportunities for communion on
the Zoom platform on Sunday, January 3, and January 10, at
11:00 AM. Please stay tuned for more information on worship
opportunities for the rest of the month and pray for our church
leaders as they make these difficult decisions.
—Pastor Erik

Staff Christmas gift thank you!

On behalf of myself and the Holy Trinity staff I want to say a big
THANK YOU for the gifts we were able to receive at Christmas
because of the generous donations from the congregation. I am
amazed and overwhelmed that even during these difficult times, Holy
Trinity continues to support its pastor and staff in such a thoughtful
way. Thank you again and from all of us working on your behalf at the
church, we wish you God’s blessings in this New Year!
—Pastor Erik

