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HTLC’s Seniors, you are invited to
meet again on November 18th
at 1pm. We will gather in the
smaller Fellowship Hall East for
cookies and conversation. Sign
up in the narthex to let us know
how many to expect. Contact
Marty Schwalm if you need a
ride. Please join us!

 “There is no longer Jew or Greek, there is no
longer slave or free, there is no longer male and
female; for all of you are one in Christ Jesus.” 

Galatians 3:28.

WELCOME STATEMENT
Holy Trinity joyfully extends Christ’s love to all. We
welcome everyone regardless of race, age, gender
identity or expression, sexual orientation, physical or
mental health, faith, doubt, family composition,
political affiliation, socio-economic status, or any
other category that divides us. Christ taught us that
loving is a never-ending process of growth and
reconciliation. At Holy Trinity, we strive to love
diversely and deeply. To all who have been
marginalized, we will work to demonstrate that
nothing can separate you from the love of God.

Holy Trinity Lutheran Church is located on the
original and ancestral homelands of the
Mitsqanaqan Ventureño Chumash Tribes and
Peoples, and we give thanks for their presence here
since time immemorial. We also wish to recognize
and honor all our Indigenous siblings who have and
continue to call this land their home. In making this
acknowledgment, we are pledging not to forget
them or their story, and to learn from them and our
common history.

OUR LOCATION
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SENIOR SOCIAL EVENT FUNERAL ANNOUNCEMENT
Longtime church member
Mary Hekhuis peacefully
passed away on Sunday,
October 4th in Gardnerville,
Nevada. She was 97 years
old. Mary’s family invites you
to attend her funeral service,
held here at Holy Trinity on
November 21 at 2:00 pm. 



PASTOR’S NOTE FROM PASTOR ERIK 
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REIGN OF CHRIST VS.
CHRIST THE KING 
If you are in a church tradition that follows a
liturgical calendar like many Lutheran Churches
do, then the last Sunday of the church year
comes right before the beginning of advent. On
the regular calendar, this typically falls around the
third or fourth week of November. This year it is on
Sunday, November 22. This last Sunday of the
church year is a festival Sunday and it is called
Christ the King Sunday. This image is meant to
emphasize that Christ is the true ruler of all. Christ
is the one who we owe our allegiance to over
everything else. But in our modern society, is the
image of a king really the best one to associate
with Jesus?

Kings have a bad reputation in American history.
Our nation was birthed out of the very idea that
people should be able to have a say in how they
are governed, and not be beholden to the whims
of a king. This was the core idea that kindled the
flame of the revolution that began the origins of
what we know as American democracy. Given
this history, is this Image of Christ the King Sunday
something to be lifted up, or is it problematic for
the message that is trying to be conveyed?

Although the point of saying that Christ is king is
to show how he is the true ruler over all, when we
think of that image it’s hard not to also picture the
typical trappings around a king. We might think of
the opulence of a palace. We might think of the
excesses of so many kings throughout history at
the expense of their own people. We might think
of the cruel authority that so many kings have
perpetrated upon their people. Yes, the point is
to show that Jesus is a different kind of king, but
regardless if he is different, it is still an image that
has negative associations.

 Because of these negative associations wrapped
up in the image of King, we are trying something
different this year with how we talk about Christ
the King Sunday as a festival Sunday on the
Church calendar. We are going to be using the
language of the “Reign” of Christ instead of
Christ the “King.” By talking about the reign of
Christ, we hope to get at the same idea of the
festival Sunday, but with language that avoids a
negative historical image.

While the word reign can be a noun, it can also
be used as a verb to describe something that is at
work. This gets at more of the spirit of what this
festival Sunday is all about. At the end of this
church year, when we have once again heard the
story of the birth, life, death and resurrection of
Jesus, the question remains, who will then reign
over our hearts? What ideas, images, or emotions
around who God is will we allow to rule in our
minds when it comes to our concept of God‘s
action in the world?

Will it be the kingly, authoritarian image of a
dominating force that we then use as an excuse
to dominate others? Or will it be the humble
image of a good Shepherd willing to go to the
cross for the sheep of his flock in order to show
them a different way? Will it be the Image of a
risen Lord, who although he goes through great
suffering is able to still remain faithful to the
values and beliefs of compassion and forgiveness
and thereby still find new life in the midst of that
suffering?

These are the questions that challenge us as
followers of Jesus as we come to the end of the
church year. These are the reflections that we are
called to wrestle with as we come and worship on
Reign of Christ Sunday.
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TUESDAY MORNING 
BIBLE STUDY

HTLC WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY

NOVEMBER MEDITATION
GROUP

In November we will be studying of the Book of
Ezra from the Hebrew Scriptures. We will go
through it chapter by chapter for and in-depth
reflection of what is going on at the time and how
it might relate to us today. 

Ezra is set during the period of the Jewish return
from Babylonian exile, which began in 538 BC
under the decree of Cyrus, the Persian king.
During this time, the Israelites were permitted to
return to Jerusalem and rebuild the temple, which
had been destroyed by Nebuchadnezzar in 586
BC. Ezra recounts this return of the Jewish exiles
from Babylon to Jerusalem under the leadership of
Zerubbabel and later Ezra. It highlights the
rebuilding of the temple, the restoration of
worship, and the reestablishment of the Law. Ezra
emphasizes God’s faithfulness, the importance of
obedience, and the need for spiritual renewal.

Come join us on Tuesday mornings at 10:30am
in the Fellowship Hall for lively conversation. If we
finished Ezra early, we may begin looking at the
Book of Nehemiah also in November which comes
right after Ezra in the Bible and documents similar
events.    

Reading Guide: 

Nov. 3 - Chapters 5 & 6
Nov. 10 - Chapters 7 & 8
Nov. 17 - Chapters 9 & 10
Nov. 24 - The Book of Nehemiah Chapters 1 & 2

BOOK OF EZRA
Join us Saturday, November 14 at 2:00pm in
the Fellowship Hall for the third session of our
Bible Study theme Bold Faith on an Unexpected
Journey. This session is titled "Proclaiming
Resurrection in Hope" as we read and
contemplate Mary Magdalene's story. 

"Being sent to share an experience with Jesus is
at the heart of Mary Magdalene's story. . . her
bold faith shows us how God meets us where
we are and sends us to share good news." 
Join us as we share our stories of good news.
-Dixie Hanson

Silence is half of our meditation time. John
Main writes: Silence … touches our common life
together so that we can share a sense of the
mysterious power both in our midst and beyond
us. We should allow our spirit a space within
which to expand. In the tradition of meditation
this space for expansion of spirit is to be found
in silence…which grows in every part of our
lives. It becomes a silence that we can only
describe as the infinite silence of God, the
eternal silence. Moment of Christ

We invite you to meditate with us every
Thursday at 4 pm and find out about silence.
Thursday, November 5th, we meet via Zoom
and November 12th and 19th we meet in the
church library. Contact Miriam at
miriamnakayama@gmail.com for a Zoom invite.
We do not meet on November 26th, since it is
Thanksgiving. 

We are grateful for God’s presence and his
comforting silence, as well as our community of
meditators! 

mailto:miriamnakayama@gmail.com


The group is completing holiday quilts for the
Christmas season. If anyone has spare or left over
holiday fabric we could use some to help enhance
the quilts. The comfort quilts are very popular and
uplifting especially to someone needing some
holiday cheer.

Thanksgiving and autumn quilts are available in
the Church Office if anyone has a loved one that
would enjoy one.

The group will meet Thursday, 
November 19 after 9:00am 
in the Fellowship Hall. 
All are welcome!

Grandparent’s Day and Halloween Parades were
so much fun for students, families, and staff alike.
Grandparents were so happy to be included in
their grandchild's class to read books and visit.
Halloween costumes were adorable and it was
such a delight to see the kids' joy. We love
celebrating here at Honey Tree!

November finds us enjoying cooler weather, cozy
socks and most importantly, celebrating the joy of
giving to others. Thanksgiving is such a wonderful
holiday to celebrate the gift of sharing and
inclusivity. Sharing our bounties with others is the
most rewarding experience of all. 

Pajama Day is coming up which is a super cozy day
where even staff comes in our pajamas. If only we
could wear them everyday!

Thank you all for your continued support you have
given Honey Tree! We are so grateful for you all.

Parents interested in signing up their child should
contact the school to secure a spot in a class.
(805) 492-1232. Office@myhoneytree.com  
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DORCA’S QUILTING CIRCLE

REJOICING ABOUT THE FAIR
TRADE CHRISTMAS SALE
WITH MIRIAM
Fair Trade Christmas Sale • November 22
Shop gifts, ornaments, jewelry, and more from
HumanKind Fair Trade on the church patio
Sunday, November 22, from 9:30am – 1:00pm.
Credit cards welcome. Watch for a coupon
coming soon in the Friday Connection! 

Regular fair trade sales: November 1 and 15
between services, by the double doors.

Last call for cheddar: Limited quantities of Red
Barn Farms’ 3- and 5-year white cheddar are
available for $7 each. Contact Miriam to order
before November 1.

May our daily choices help build a more just and
fair world, trusting that even small acts of love
take root in God’s kingdom. Amen.

Miriam Nakayama, Nancy Truex, and Terri Kelly

mailto:Office@myhoneytree.com
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LIBRARY NEWS

THEA BOOK CIRCLE

MANNA CONEJO VALLEY

For the month of November
we will read the Nobel Prize
winner The Bluest Eye by
Toni Morrison. This banned
book takes place in the
author’s hometown of Lorain,
Ohio and tells the story of
Pecola Breedlove, an 11 year
old black girl, whose greatest
wish is to have blue eyes and blonde hair so that
she will be loved. Our meeting will be Monday
November 30, at 7:00pm in the church library. 

Veterans Day Food Drive | Oct 26  – Nov 13  th th

HTLC is joining Gold Coast Veterans Foundation’s
food drive for Manna Conejo Valley Food Bank.
Place donations in the GCVF barrels in the
narthex, near the usual Manna collection area,
through Friday, November 13. No glass, please.

Most needed: cereal, dry pasta, canned pasta
sauce, baking supplies, canned meat and beans,
soup, oatmeal packets, condiments, personal
care items, toilet paper, and paper towels.

Thank you for the 38 pounds of groceries donated
in October - and thank you to all our veterans! 
- Karen and Marty Kreman

This Thanksgiving month, I am grateful for the
variety of books in our library, old and new. There
are several volumes published in the 1800’s. There
are some just published, like the book about
Martin Luther King titled King. I’m grateful for Brian
McGuire who reviews books in our library, or at
least brings our attention to thought provoking
books. I’m grateful for people who donate books
when we talk about a need for a certain book in
our library. I’m grateful for people who love a
book they have checked out and tell others about
it. I’m grateful for anyone who browses our
shelves!

Because the fair trade Red Barn Cheese Farm is
closing, we will not be able to order cheese when
Ascension Lutheran runs out of the big order of
cheese from which they sell to us. I will buy some
cheese and have one last cheese sampling event
in December. Possibly December 6th.  

Books on the shelves in November and December
will be about the holidays and seasons in those
months

Finally, I’m grateful for you reading this article
about the library!

-Miriam Nakayama

ADVENT/CHRISTMAS
DECORATING
Join us for a day of decorating the church for
the Advent and Christmas seasons - morning of
Saturday, December 5th. Many hands make
light work!

Decorations will come down on Saturday,
January 9th (after Epiphany). 
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WELCOME NEW MEMBERS
Please join us in welcoming our newest
members to Holy Trinity! Get to know them
below, and say hello when you see them at
church.

Rodger Benjamins & 
James Yeramian

We are Rodger and James, aged 59 and 49
respectively, a married couple since June of
2016. Rodger is a CFO for a group of aerospace
companies and James is a Public Hearing
Specialist for a California public agency.

Rodger was raised by an atheist father and an
agnostic mother. He began his search for God
at the age of 12 with the intent of finding God
on his own. He has never been a member of a
church, has never been baptized, and has
received no formal religious training of any kind.
In his mid 20s he was introduced to The Urantia
Book as a self-study. Through its illumination of
the Bible and the life and teachings of Jesus,
Rodger increasingly finds God to be near, even
within us, and regards true religion to be a
personal relationship with our Divine Parent.

James, when a toddler, was baptized in the
Armenian Apostolic Church. He didn’t attend
church regularly, but was raised in a strict,
religious household. Beyond traditional religious
observances that were required and expected,

James has always been led by his faith in God as
a deeply personal experience.

Rodger and James are interested in joining the
church because of its universal welcoming in the
spirit of Jesus’ teachings concerning the fact that
God is no respecter of persons.

Mary Jo Lord
I have been a horse
trainer for over 50
years.

I am very busy with
my four beautiful
grandchildren! I’m
looking forward to
becoming a
member of Holy
Trinity Church.

Olha Nesvitailova
I am a 3D
Environment Artist
from Ukraine and
recently moved to
the United States. I
work with computer
graphics for films
and other projects.
You can see some
of my work here: 

https://www.artstation.com/olhanesvitailova

I am also a singer. I have participated in solo
performances and opera productions here in
California.

https://www.artstation.com/olhanesvitailova
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Al Nascimento

I live in Moorpark.

I am currently studying for my MS in clinical
psychology and I work with children with autism
for the Moorpark Unified School District as well
as as an IHSS (In-Home Supportive Services)
provider for the disabled.

In my free time, I love to read, crochet, hike, and
spend time with loved ones.

I’m shy and believe I may be on the spectrum (I’m
undiagnosed). I do my best with socializing,
which is my greatest area of struggle.

I’m hoping to find some community at Holy Trinity.
I love how compassionate and accepting
everyone is.

I am from Manteca, California and moved to
Thousand Oaks for college, then ended up
staying in the area. I grew up outside of the
Lutheran church, but learned more about it while
attending CLU. I work at the Civic Arts Plaza and
teach with CVUSD, so I can be seen throughout
the community (look for a bright red motorcycle,
that’s me!). 

Holy Trinity has been welcoming and comforting
during a personal time of discovery for me. I look
forward to being a part of this community. 

Claudia Serrano Fox and Lisa Beam
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HEARTS & HANDS SERVICE PROJECT
On October 4, congregation members gathered for a Hearts and Hands
service project, assembling 60 hygiene kits for Harbor House in Thousand
Oaks. Members donated everyday essentials, from toothbrushes and
toothpaste to shampoo, soap, and deodorant, to support neighbors in need.
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YAG AND GATHER 
Fruits of the Spirit Bible Study 
Dates: Sundays beginning September 13th until 
November 15th, 12:30pm

Location: CLU Kingsmen Park. A group of us will
meet at Holy Trinity Lutheran Church at 12:15 to
walk over together!

Whether you can make every session or just a few,
please sign up so we know who's joining us and
can make sure you receive any updates or
schedule changes. Sign up here.

Bingo Night • November 22, 4–6 p.m.
Join Gather at Holy Trinity for an evening of bingo
and fun for all generations! A $5 suggested
donation supports youth and young adults
attending the ELCA National Youth Gathering.

Want to help? Sign up to volunteer, donate
prizes, or provide rides.

  

TRUNK - OR - TREAT PHOTOS

https://forms.gle/UEVD1g816RapyR5x5
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20F0D44A9AB2DA6FBCE9-66887583-bingo
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20F0D44A9AB2DA6FBCE9-66887583-bingo
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At Holy Trinity, we believe that worship should be
accessible, welcoming, and meaningful for
everyone. Worship speaks through many forms,
from songs and prayers to Scripture, water, bread,
and blessing. Starting in October, we will add a
consistent set of worship icons into our bulletins,
slides, and other materials. By doing so, we hope
to make the different elements of worship more
recognizable and easier to follow, especially for
children, visitors, and for those who might find this
a helpful way to process information. 

This is one more step in our ongoing commitment
to accessibility and inclusion. Over the years,
we've worked to make our space more accessible
and inclusive by doing things like building a ramp
to the patio, relocating the children's prayer area
so kids can see and participate more fully in
worship, and removing the platform in the
sanctuary so a physical obstacle doesn't prevent
someone from wanting to help leading. 

In that same spirit, these icons are a small but
meaningful gesture that can change how
someone experiences the space around them.
They help communicate that everyone belongs
and everyone is invited to participate. We are
excited to begin using these icons in our worship
materials and to create a worship "game board"
for children, giving them another way to engage
with and follow the flow of worship as active
members of our community. Additionally, just as
our hearing sets assist people in listening during
worship, we will also make large magnifying
glasses available in the sanctuary to those who
may find it useful for reading documents like the
bulletin. Keep an eye out for those in the
narthex/entryway to the Sanctuary as you pick up
your bulletin on Sunday mornings!

ICONS IN WORSHIP ICON EXAMPES
Here are some examples of the icons you will see:

Offering Baptism Anthem

Blessing Community
Sharing

Passing the
Peace

Call &
Response

Congregational
Singing

Prayer

Communion Song Leader Scripture
Reading

Sermon/
Message

Confession &
Forgiveness
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wall where you can post your images. They will
hang in the Sanctuary or Narthex for the entire
Advent and Christmas season. 

Be on the lookout for Advent Devotion Booklets
and Advent calendars!
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ADVENT WORSHIP: 
UNTIL THE DAWN
Just as surely as the sun rises, God’s steadfast love
and mercy are made new every morning. 

As the Worship Arts Team was discussing the
Advent theme: Until the Dawn, it made us think of
the song “Light Dawns on a Weary World” ELW 726.
The song expresses how light, love, and hope
dawn in a weary world as God calls us to be a
part of the work of restoring creation, feeding the
hungry, and treating all people with dignity. When
this happens, 

The trees shall clap their hands;
the dry lands, gush with springs;
the hills and mountains shall break forth with
singing!
We shall go out in joy,
and be led forth in peace,
as all the world in wonder echoes shalom.

What beautiful imagery! What a beautiful world
we can build together! To inspire us on our Advent
journey, we’re inviting you to bring in images that
help illustrate this hymn – light dawning on a weary
world. Whether it is pictures of people, animals, or
nature, we want to see the ways you feel, see, and
experience God leading us in joy and peace so
that one day, the whole world echoes shalom. 

Bring in a photograph, draw or paint a picture.
Sizes can range from 4x6 to 8x10. We will have a 

UPCOMING EVENTS FOR
FAMILIES WITH KIDS AT
HOLY TRINITY

Youth Ministry (Grades 5-12)
This month’s dates:
November 1 & 15 @ 10:45 - 11:30 Meet in the Youth
Room for connection, community, and talking
about this messy thing we call Faith together

November 6-8 Middle School Youth Gathering in
Anaheim

Worship & Wonder
for Pre-K through Elementary
All of November during the 9:30 service, children
will be invited to leave worship after the Passing of
the Peace for 20-30 minutes of Bible stories,
activities, conversation, and wondering about
faith. Parents can pick up their kids (from the
Worship & Wonder classroom at the preschool)
after worship has ended. 

 Age-appropriate learning
 Worship with family
 Time to wonder, learn, and grow

We will host Worship and Wonder every week for 2
months at a time, October-November of 2026.

Still need to register your kids for this school
year? Register here: Faith Formation
Registration -- The form covers all events from
2026-2027.

https://www.htlcto.org/grow-in-faith/pages/registration
https://www.htlcto.org/grow-in-faith/pages/registration


Please keep these people in your prayers:
Melissa Beaman, for healing after surgery
Lauren Ross, for healing
Lecy Fredo, for healing
Karen Kreman, for healing
Robin Slattum, for healing
Doug and Mike, friends of Brian and Jude Wurschum
Rodger Kendrick, brother of Jean Kammerer for healing
Joyce Lawson, for healing after surgery
Leilani Smith, for healing 
Pastor Jonathan Hemphill, for healing
Patrick, and all those seeking safety
Craig Dodson, a friend of Brian & Jude Wurschum, for comfort and strength
Fred Lindberg for healing
Ashley Domingue, for healing
Mike Duhig, Julie Riedel’s brother, for successful treatment and healing 
Joan Cressman, for healing 
Leatrice Oram and Amanda Palmquist (friends of Katie Yant) for comfort during treatment
Susie Wilber, for continued good recovery
Lori O’Neil, for continued healing
Evonne Larson, for continued healing after a fall
Pamela Baldwin, for healing

Please hold these families in prayer as they grieve the loss of their loved one:
The family of Todd Grove, upon his recent death
The family of Mary Hekhuis, upon her recent death
The family of Shirlee Stone
The family of Trevor West, son of Steve West
The family of Lucille Mammen, Dave Narramore’s aunt
The family of Sarah Jensen-Elhoff, sister of Kathleen Sands
The family of Chuck Fedorow, cousin of Chris Erickson
The family of Susan Sanchez, friend of the Erickson family
The family of Brian and Patti Stouch, friends of the Goehner’s, on the death of Patti's mother
The family of William Horbury, Beth Goodnight’s brother
The family of Tom Converse, Pastor Emily’s uncle
The family of Paul Sullivan, Cindy Grether’s brother-in-law
The family of Mary Katheryn Davenport, Susie Wilber’s sister
The family of Greg Miller, son of Jerry & Margaret Miller
The family of Elizabeth Velarde, Yolanda Mosley’s mother
The family of Anne Lieberknecht
The family of Christopher Vandezande, Margie Vandezandee’s grandson
The family of Hazel Dell Hansen, cousin to Margaret Schwalm and Nelius Ronning
The family of Dawn Aiken, cousin to Pamela Baldwin
The family of Scott Yant, Katie Yant’s brother-in-law
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PLEASE KEEP THESE PEOPLE IN YOUR PRAYERS



Holy Trinity Evangelical Lutheran Church 
1 West Avenida de Los Arboles 
Thousand Oaks CA 91360-2939 
805 492-1234 office    churchoffice@htlcto.org     www.htlcto.org 

Return service requested
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