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Pastor’s note...

Under construction...it's really happening!
In September I wrote about how our theme for the coming programmatic year was “Under
Construction.” At our Stewardship dinner we had fun with this theme and we prayed over
the parking lot to bless our plans to repair and re-pave. Not long after that, things really
began to pick up with our project. Since that time, the unsafe “Hut” building has been
demolished and removed from our campus. The parking lot is in the process of being repaved with brand new asphalt that we hope will last for several decades. We found a new
contractor who was eager to take on our job and has really gotten things rolling. Here is the
initial schedule:

Sunday, January 27

ONE WORSHIP SUNDAY
and

CONGREGATIONAL
MEETING
10:00 AM worship
11:15 AM meeting
Sanctuary

• 12/27/18 - 1/3/19
Abatement/Hazmat subcontractor demolishes and removes material
This will create an open-air walkway from the vacant lot side parking lot and the
patio on the interior of the campus. Classroom 1 and the old Youth Room will be
demolished to create this walkway.
• 1/3
Finalization of Hazmat work and file report with City of Thousand Oaks
• 1/14 - 1/21
Mobilize on-site and install all
barricades and temporary fencing
• 1/22
Begin Honey Tree Project
You read that right. January 22 is the
scheduled date to begin actual work
on the new Honey Tree classroom.
After launching a building campaign
close to twelve years ago, after
meetings, making plans, raising funds,
taking pledges, changing plans, more
meetings, re-designating gifts, and
selling the vacant lot, we are now
in a position to put into place the
vision Holy Trinity has had to serve
more young families by expanding
our preschool, to better serve our
homeless guests, and better serve
our own congregation by updating
Continued on page 13
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TEMPO NEWSLETTER
Tempo Newsletter is a monthly publication with
articles and information provided by staff and
members of Holy Trinity Lutheran Church. It is
distributed to HTLC member households via US
mail–black and white photocopy–and posted on
the church website htlcto.org in full color.
To contribute to the newsletter please read the
submissions requirements listed below before
providing information for publication.
Contact Lynn Youngren,
805 990-3006 text anytime,
youngrenpro@gmail.com

SUBMISSION requirements
+ Articles or information must be received by
11 AM on or before deadlines listed below
+ ONE article per email send to:
youngrenpro@gmail.com

“To nurture Christ-centered lives that reflect God’s love
and grace in our local and global communities.”

HOLY TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH

1 West Avenida de Los Arboles, Thousand Oaks, CA 91360-2939
805 492-1234 office
churchoffice@htlcto.org www.htlcto.org
Church office hours 8:30 AM–noon, 1:00–3:00 PM
PASTORAL EMERGENCY – 805 492-1234, press 1

CHURCH STAFF

Pastor
Erik Goehner
pastorerik@htlcto.org

+ Expect a reply that your email was received

Office Manager
Kathleen Sands
churchoffice@htlcto.org

+ Each email subject line should contain “HTLC”
or "Tempo" and a descriptive word about its
specific content

Income Recorder
Lisa Caestecker
incomerecorder@htlcto.org

+ Check spelling and accuracy of information
before sending

Bookkeeper
Heather Edwards
bookkeeper@htlcto.org

+ Send final versions of articles only
+ Indicate if your article is associated with a
particular HTLC ministry
+ Late submissions may be held until the
following month’s publication

Newsletter deadlines for 2019
Most newsletter deadlines are on the THIRD
THURSDAY of each month no later than 11 AM.
January 17, 2019 for the February issue
February 21 for the March issue
March 21 for the April issue
April 18 for the May issue
May 16 for the June issue
June 20 for the July issue
July 18 for the August issue
August 15 for the September issue
September 19 for the October issue
October 17 for the November issue
November 21 for the December issue
December 12 for the January 2020 issue

Holy Trinity Choir Director
Dr Elmer Heerema
eheerema3@gmail.com

CONGREGATIONAL COUNCIL
Executive Committee
Mike Sadowski and Janny Franken
Co-presidents
president@htlcto.org
Espen Slattum, Vice President
vice-president@htlcto.org
Jean Kammerer, Secretary
jeankammerer@gmail.com
James Yu, Treasurer
treasurer@htlcto.org

Church Council

Informal Service Music Leaders
Richard and Wanda Ferrin
rwferrin@earthlink.net

Sue Bauer
Grace Brunsell
Janny Franken
Jack O’Neil
Carole Scott
Brenda Tubbs
Sherri Schuler

Director of Audio Visual Services
in process

SCHOOL STAFF

Organist
Virginia Walters

Audio/PA Technician
Scott Youngren
Tempo Newsletter
Lynn Youngren
youngrenpro@gmail.com
Children's Ministry Assistant
Alicia Spadaro
Youth Ministry Assistant
Joe Zimmerly
Custodial Services
Provided by Villa Esperanza
Monse (coach), Brian, Biff, & Ryan
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Mark Braaten
Brian Carr
Jean Kammerer
Mike Sadowski
Espen Slattum
James Yu
Pastor Erik Goehner

Honey Tree Early Childhood Center
1 W. Avenida de Los Arboles
Thousand Oaks, CA 91360-2939
School office
805 492-1232
honeytreeecc@gmail.com
www.myhoneytree.com
School Director
Sherri Schuler
honeytreeecc@gmail.com

One Worship Sunday

HTLC special events
calendar for 2019

On Sunday, January 27, we will have a
ONE WORSHIP Sunday at 10:00 AM.
This is where all three of our service
times come together to celebrate our
unity as a church, have a chance to see
people from other worship times and
to experience the energy of worship
with a larger number of people. The
one worship time also makes it easier
for people to attend the congregational
meeting that immediately follows the
service.

The season of Epiphany begins on January 6
FAMILY WINTERFEST at EL CAMINO PINES
January 19-21
YOUTH GROUP PANCAKE FUNDRAISER
Sunday, January 20
10:00 AM–noon
Fellowship Hall
Free will donation
ONE WORSHIP | CONGREGATIONAL MEETING
Sunday, January 27
10:00 AM worship, 11:15 AM meeting
Sanctuary
HIGH SCHOOL YOUTH WINTER CAMP at EL CAMINO PINES
February 1-3

We ask that you mark your calendars
for the one worship service at 10:00 AM
on January 27. Please note that, for
families with children, we will still have
our Faith Explorers children’s church
break-out time during the one worship
service time.

MIDDLE SCHOOL YOUTH WINTER CAMP at EL CAMINO PINES
February 8-10

—Pastor Erik

The season of Lent begins on March 6

Congregational
meeting

ASH WEDNESDAY WORSHIP
Wednesday, March 6
7:00 PM
Sanctuary
Imposition of ashes

Mark your calendars for Sunday,
January 27 at 11:15 AM so you can
attend a congregational meeting
following the One Worship. Your
attendance at the meeting is important
in order to help make decisions as we
move ahead and look at how we will be
“Under Construction” in the new year.

LENTEN EVENING WORSHIP and SOUP SUPPPERS
Wednesdays, March 10, 17, 24, 31, April 7
5:30 PM supper in Fellowship Hall
6:30 PM worship in Sanctuary
PALM SUNDAY WORSHIP
Sunday, April 14
8:00, 9:30, 11:00 AM
Sanctuary

This meeting is an opportunity to share
with the congregation what the council
is proposing for our ministry plan for
the coming year and how we will fund
our mission through the church budget.

EASTER SUNDAY WORSHIP
Sunday, April 21
8:00, 9:30, 11:00 AM
Sanctuary

We hope to see you there!
—Pastor Erik

ONE WORSHIP | CONGREGATIONAL MEETING
Sunday, May 19, 10:00 AM worship, 11:15 AM meeting
Sanctuary
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WOMEN’S CIRCLES and EVENTS
Mary Martha Circle —

Mary Martha Circle will meet on Thursday,
January 10, in the Fireside Room at 9:30 AM. Sandy Holmgren will lead us in Bible
study and Juanita Stephenson will be our hostess. All HTLC women and your friends
are invited to begin the new year with this stimulating and inspiring fellowship.
—IlaJean Kragthorpe

Ruth Circle —

Ruth Circle will meet on Monday, January 14 at 7:30 PM in
the lounge off the sanctuary entrance. We begin a new four-session Bible study titled
"Meetings With Jesus," stories found in the book of John. Our first session is "Come
and See: Seeking and finding faith."
Please join us for conversation and study.
—Dixie Hanson

Thea book group — Thea Book Group will meet Monday, January 28

at 7:00 PM. The book read is Rocket Men, the daring odyssey of Apollo 8 and the
astronauts who made man's first journey to the Moon by Robert Kurson. It deals
with the inside story of the dangerous Apollo 8 mission focusing on the lives of the
astronaut heroes. The popular book is the 2019 Thousand Oaks One City One Book
read and will be enthusiastically discussed.
—Sally Johnson

Dorcas Quilting Circle — Dorcas Quilting Circle has been busy with

many activities. We were able to gift eight comfort quilts to California Lutheran
University in the aftermath of the Borderline tragedy. In December many quilts were
assembled for hospice patients and shut-ins. A special thanks to Lynn Youngren, our
Christmas angel, who made eight lovely new quilts for those in need.
Also in December we assembled and delivered cookie baskets to our very senior
citizens. Thanks to all who baked cookies and helped deliver them, especially
members of the HTLC Youth Group.
Dorcas' next meeting is on Wednesday, January 16 at 9:00 AM in the Fireside Room.
We will be making winter patterned quilts. Come and join us! We can always use
some extra hands to help with the many tasks required to put together the much
appreciated quilts.
—Sally Johnson
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Tuesday morning Bible study

Angel Tree giving

In the new year we will continue our Bible study with a video series led by Prof. Bart
D. Ehrman called “Early Christianity.” It looks at who Jesus was and the context in
which the early Christian faith began to spread. You are welcome to join us for any
or all of this study. The cost of the study guide is $15.00 and can be purchased at
the church office. Listed below are the subjects for the study. Note that we will not
meet on New Year’s day.

Thank you, members of HTLC, for your
joyful giving through the Lutheran
Social Service Adopt-a-Family program.
Seventeen families, including 40
children and their parents, for a total of
58 individuals, will enjoy over a hundred
gifts and celebrate your generosity
this Christmas. You truly are Christmas
Angels!

Early Christianity

Weekly study topics
• January 1
No Bible study on New Year’s Day

—Jody Viscum-Rehder

• January 8
The Apostle Paul

Sunday Connections

• January 15
The Beginning of Jewish-Christian Relations
• January 22
The Anti-Jewish Use of the Old Testament
• January 29
The Rise of Christian Anti-Judaism
—Pastor Erik

MANNA

Conejo Valley Food Bank
Now that the Thanksgiving and Christmas holidays canned food drives are
over, there is still a great need for food, personal items, and household
products. How can you help?

1

Bring non-perishable items to church and drop them in the
white Manna basket in the narthex

2

Send checks payable to Manna Conejo Valley Food Bank to
Manna Conejo Valley Food Bank, PO Box 1114, Thousand Oaks,
CA 91358.

3

Take food or checks in person to Manna Conejo Valley Food
Bank at 3020 Crescent Way, Thousand Oaks. Check first for the
days and times open to the public.

4

Go online to mannaconejo.org to the secure donation page.

—Jeanne Balsley

In the New Year we are going to
continue an experiment we started just
before Christmas. Instead of printing
all of the announcements in the back
of each worship folder, we are going
to print them in a separate “mininewsletter” format called “Sunday
Connections” which will be available
on the table in the narthex as you
enter the sanctuary. By doing this,
people can take the announcements
home with them if they would like,
while leaving the worship bulletins in
the basket for the next service to use.
Printing the announcements also allows
the church office to print the worship
bulletin earlier in the week which then
leaves more time for people to get
in announcements later in the week
if they need to. Because some people
prefer the email connections, not
everyone will take the announcement
booklet home so we won’t need to
print as many. This will allow us to save
paper, money, and other resources.
If you have any feedback on the new
printed “Sunday Connections” let us
know. We think there are good reasons
to try this and we hope it is helpful for
those of you who participate in church
on Sunday mornings.
—Pastor Erik
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Council Action Items

November 27 & December 18, 2018
The Congregational Council met on November 27 and December 18 and devoted
the majority of the meetings to reviewing the 2019 budget/ministry plan. By the
time you read this column, our proposed 2019 budget will have been finalized and
readied for the Congregational Meeting on January 27, 2019.
Southern California had a very traumatic 2018 starting and ending with massive
fires and experiencing a horrific shooting. Holy Trinity and the entire ecumenical
community provided leadership and support during the traumatic times.

HTLC

As we optimistically move into 2019, let’s remember some of the good
accomplishments here at Holy Trinity during 2018.

Council Action
This column will appear in
Tempo Newsletter from time

• With our 2017 budget surplus, Council was able to fund capital and operating
reserve funds
• The Mission Endowment Fund policy was revised, a board seated, and work
begun
• Sanctuary lighting was remodeled
• New microphones were obtained for the sanctuary
• A new website was developed and launched
• An AED emergency bystander defibrillator device was installed in the narthex

to time with updates on items

• Two adults and 10 youth attended the ELCA Youth Gathering in Houston, Texas

that the Church Council is

• A plaque, in the Hindi language, was added to the Peace Pole

thinking about or working on.

• The LSS Meals and Shelter programs increased again, serving as many as 75
individuals on Monday nights

In most cases it will be a series
of bullet points with minimal
detail. Please feel free to

• New HTLC brochures were designed and obtained
• Last but not least, construction has begun

contact any council member

o

Repave parking lot

for more information.

o

Hut is gone

o

Renovations for the Honey Tree and Fellowship Hall to begin in January

Holy Trinity is blessed with a generous, loving congregation and excellent leadership
as we move into 2019. We anticipate clean, bright new spaces inspiring each of us to
examine our commitments with renewed energy. The Congregational Council wishes
everyone a Happy New Year!
Jean Kammerer
Council secretary
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Spiritual Growth adult forums
Sundays | 9:30 AM | Fireside Room
January 6

The Vision of the Prophet Isaiah, a
Preview
Led by Dr. Joe Everson, retired CLU
religion professor
Joe Everson has a book, a commentary
on the book of Isaiah, coming out in the
spring of 2019. He will give us a preview
of his book during this adult forum time.
“Come, let us walk in the light of the
Lord!” That is the invitation at the
beginning of the Isaiah scroll. Poetry
from Isaiah has been deeply loved by
many who regularly hear lessons in
Sunday worship services. But how many
can say that they have actually read the
book? This commentary is structured
to help people read and understand
the prophetic book of Isaiah from the

perspective of the post-exilic “Second
Temple” era when it was set apart and
became part of Israel’s sacred writings.
In the Isaiah scroll, God is the Lord of
all nations and of all creation. Isaiah is a
theological interpretation of past history.
It is a passionate call for people to live
with integrity, compassion, humility and
hope.
If you are not able to attend on January
6, see the write up provided below.

January 13

Reading Bible Stories Less Literally–and
More Seriously
Led by Linda Ritterbush
Understanding how scripture stories
communicate can make them more
intriguing, more relatable, and more fun!

Concentrating especially on the Hebrew
Bible/Old Testament, we will explore
some stories that: explain the origins of
things; have details that shift around in
time; and have “hidden agendas.”

January 20

Holy Trinity’s Budget for 2019
Led by members of Church Council
Come hear the priorities for the 2019
budget and give input with your thoughts
and ideas before the budget comes
before the congregation on January 27 at
the Congregational meeting for the final
vote.
January 27 – One Worship, 10:00 AM and
Congregational meeting 11:15 AM
No forum today
—Dixie Hanson

For anyone who might not be able to attend the adult forum on January 6...
Here is a preview of Dr. Joe Everson’s book coming out in the spring of 2019, which can help you put Isaiah in context.

The Vision of the Prophet Isaiah: Hope in a War Weary World—A Commentary by A. Joseph Everson
“Come, let us walk in the light of the Lord!” That is the invitation at the beginning of the Isaiah scroll. Poetry from Isaiah has been
deeply loved by many who regularly hear lessons in Sunday worship services. But how many can say that they have actually read the
book? This commentary is structured to help people read and understand the prophetic book of Isaiah from the perspective of the
post-exilic “Second Temple” era when it was set apart and became part of Israel’s sacred writings.
From that “second Temple” era (400-200 B.C.E.), three memories helped to give shape to the Isaiah scroll:
1. The first memory is of the horrible destruction of Jerusalem in 587 B.C.E. and the era of “Babylonian Captivity” (587-539 B.C.E.)
which followed. The superscription in Isaiah 2.1, “The Word that Isaiah son of Amoz saw concerning Judah and Jerusalem”
introduces chapters 2–12. In retrospect, those chapters attempt to explain some bitter memories.
Over one hundred years earlier, Isaiah had warned of coming destruction for Judah. But how could God have allowed the fall
of Jerusalem and the era of captivity to happen?
2. The second memory involves the death of Nebuchadnezzar and the fall of Babylon after 562 B.C.E. The superscription in
Isaiah 13.1 states, “The oracle concerning Babylon that Isaiah son of Amoz saw.” People, nations, and even empires rise and
fall. Kings and political leaders should not “play God!” The second section of the scroll, which extends from chapter 13–35,
addresses war, the sorrows of war and the causes of war which afflicted a host of nations.
3. The third memory is of Cyrus of Persia, who allowed exiles to return home after 539 B.C.E. His actions are presupposed, not
just in the joyful poetry of the latter chapters of the scroll (chapters 40–66) but also in the confidence in God’s redemptive
love that runs through the entire scroll.
All three memories are presupposed by those who edited and preserved this prophetic book. In the Isaiah scroll, God is the Lord
of all nations and of all creation. Isaiah is a theological interpretation of past history. It is a passionate call for people to live with
integrity, compassion, humility and hope.
—submitted by Dixie Hanson
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Children, Youth and
Family activity

Pizza and hike to the cross
On Sunday, January 13, the Children,
Youth and Family committee invites
everyone to enjoy delicious pizza and
a wonderful hike to the cross that
overlooks the California Lutheran
University campus. This event will
begin at 11:00 AM–after the 9:30 AM
worship service–in the Fellowship Hall
with pizza, drinks, and fellowship. We
will then proceed on the hike to the
cross.

W

ith a busy holiday season also comes the pure joy and happiness of being
together. Our High School and Middle School Ministries have been quite busy
this fall and winter as we have met for Bible studies, gone to Dojo Boom, hiked at
Wildwood, served food at the “Under Construction” party, performaned in Nativity
Idol to share the Christmas story, and spent time together growing in our community
and in our faith.
Youth Ministry is thriving here at Holy Trinity thanks to the supportive congregation
who love and support our youth! As spring rolls around, we are looking forward to
the many events that will be taking place. The following are a few dates to keep in
mind for our youth.

Please note that the hike will be
weather permitting. However, pizza,
drinks, and fellowship is a guarantee.
We hope you will join us for the new
year!

Upcoming events

—Candace Thompson

Pancake Fundraiser
January 20, 2019 in the Fellowship Hall from 10:00 AM–noon

Winter Camp at El Camino Pines
Family WinterFest - January 19-21
High School - February 1-3
Middle School - February 8-10

Come join a pancake breakfast made by our High School Youth as they begin
to fundraise for our summer trip. We will be taking a freewill donation so
please come enjoy some breakfast, some fellowship and support these
young people!
Once again, I want to say thank you to the congregation for your continued support
for our youth because they are not simply the future of the church, they are the
church now. Please don’t hesitate to reach out to me if you have any questions.
Joe Zimmerly
Youth Ministry Assistant
youthmin@htlcto.org

Send a selfie to Tempo Newsletter
So much happens at and around Holy Trinity Lutheran Church on a regular basis. We want to
not only hear about your church life but we want to see it, too! Take a selfie at HTLC or
at a church-related activity. Send your selfie, along with a descriptive caption
and names of those in the picture, to Lynn Youngren, youngrenpro@gmail.com.
Make sure to put “HTLC Tempo Selfie” in the subject line of your email, and then
watch to see if your photograph appears in the next issue of Tempo Newsletter.
Capture your church life and share!

—Lynn Youngren

Holy Trinity Choir

Begin the new year
with a song
Winter Shelter continues at Holy Trinity
The month of January should bring us cold weather and our winter shelter each
Monday night will be very important. The winter shelter program will continue
to run now through the end of March.

Lutheran Social Services Winter Shelter schedule for January
January 1

Host: Dixie Hanson
Meal Provider: Dixie Hanson

January 7

Hosts: Karen Lindgren, Dave Balsley, Jeanne Balsley
Meal Provider: Amgen

January 8

Hosts: Joan Cressman, Miriam Nakayama
Meal Provider: Julie Ruth

January 14

Host: Mike Lynch
Meal Provider: Agoura Bible Fellowship

January 15

Hosts: Larry Johnson, Sally Johnson

Now that the choir has had a brief
break after singing meaningful music
during the Advent Season and a joyfilled Christmas, we welcome new
members as we begin the new year in
worship through singing psalms and
scripture settings, prayers, and songs
of praise!
For more information, please
contact Elmer Heerema at
eheerema3@gmail.com.
—Elmer Heerema

Holy Trinity Choir

Meal Provider: Grace Nelson

Singing schedule

January 21

Hosts: Mark Groenveld, Sheri Groenveld
Meal Provider: New Hope Lutheran Church

January 22

Hosts: Roger Stephenson, Juanita Stephenson
Meal Provider: Terri Kelly

January 28

Host: Mike Lynch
Meal Provider: Westlake Rotary

January 6, 8 AM
January 13, 11 AM
January 20, 8 AM
January 27, 10 AM
One Worship

January 29

Host and Meal Provider: Dixie Hanson

Thank you for everyone who helped with the pizza night on New Year's Eve. I still
have five openings for laundry, if you can wash sheets, please let me know.
Sheri Groenveld
sherigroenveld@yahoo.com

TEMPO NEWSLETTER

Can be delivered to you via email.
Contact the church office to subscribe.
ChurchOffice@htlcto.org
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If

it rings, dings,
beeps, chirps,
squeals,
chimes or makes any
other electronic notification sound,
PLEASE SILENCE IT before entering the
sanctuary for worship each Sunday
morning. Your fellow worshippers thank
you for your consideration.

Nativity gingerbread house event
in December

Photographs by
Desta Goehner
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Wireless microphone upgrade project
Congress authorized the FCC to use incentive auctions as a means to free up
spectrum in the 600 MHz band for wireless broadband use. Bidding in the
broadcast television spectrum incentive auction concluded on March 30, 2017.
The result of this auction is that the use of wireless microphone systems in much
of the 600 MHz band will eventually not be permitted.
This action means that all wireless microphone users who have systems in the 600
MHz band have had to buy new wireless microphones in a different frequency
band. Manufacturers have offered rebates to customers when they buy new
wireless systems and return the old systems. As of December 11, 2018, there
are two new microphone systems in the sanctuary at HTLC, and a new wireless
handheld for use in the Fireside Room and Fellowship Hall. Our sound system is
now compliant with FCC wireless requirements.
Scott Youngren

Celebrating a fair and
Happy New Year with
Miriam and Nancy

Church office hours
Monday through Friday

8:30 AM–Noon
1:00–3:00 PM

Office Manager
Kathleen Sands
will be happy to assist you
or answer questions
during these hours.

Happy 2019 and a big thank you to all who supported
fair trade this past year! We spent $4,601 at our Fair
Trade Christmas Sale – up $400 from last year’s sale!
Have you heard of Fair Trade Towns? I read about
them in Westways Magazine, October 2018 issue.
There are three Fair Trade Towns in Southern
California: Pasadana, Claremont, and La Mesa. Los
Angeles and Long Beach are working on their applications. “Fair Trade Towns can
receive the designation if they meet a quota of retailers—depending on the city’s
size—that sell at least two fair trade products,” says Joan Harper, founder of Fair
Trade LA.
So blessings on
you as this new
year starts! May
you find many
fair blessings and
products!
—Miriam
Nakayama and
Nancy Truex

HTLC
Fair Trade
Open Sundays
January 13 & 27
Table open between worship services
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For Sunday
bulletins and
Connections email
Do you have an
announcement
or weekly update for the
church service bulletin?
Please submit it to
churchoffice@htlcto.org
by Wednesday, on or
before noon. Write
"Bulletin" in the subject
line of your email.
—Kathleen Sands

The joys and wonders of our new year
and our stewardship
Happy New Year in 2019 to you,
your family! We wish you much joy,
happiness, and peace throughout the
coming year. As we begin this new
and awesome year, let us reflect on
the past year and the memories of
our blessings we received in 2018. At
the same time, let us look forward
toward a better new year that will
allow us to share those new blessings
and amazing gifts from our Heavenly
Father.
Stewardship is about reaching out to
build relationships from a perspective
of abundance instead of scarcity.
The joys and wonders of our new
year and our stewardship can cause
us to celebrate and rejoice about the
values of our stewardship. Basically,
our stewardship is about being
grateful and responsible stewards of
the gifts we receive from God and
our church. The tradition of giving
back to God and to our church at

Holy Trinity Lutheran Church comes
from the Biblical practice of “tithing.”
Also, the practice of tithing means to
give back a portion of our earnings,
gifts, and talents to God and our
church. Plus, stewardship can be more
than simply contributing money to
our church. Perhaps, we can fulfill
our stewardship by volunteering
for ministry, simple missions, and
special needs for our friends and
members within our neighborhood.
Stewardship is about reaching out to
build relationships from a perspective
of abundance instead of scarcity.
Proclaiming and teaching, serving and
sanctifying allow us the opportunity
to appreciate God’s gifts and our
stewardship.
We are grateful for the special gifts
we have received and are eager to
use them to show our love for God
and for one another. These gifts
could be a hot meal to help feed the
hungry and homeless
guests and families
each Monday evening
at Holy Trinity Lutheran
Church. Or, these gifts
can offer warm shelter
and loving security for
those same guests and
families during the cold
winter months inside our
Fellowship Hall at our
church. We look to the
life and teaching of Jesus
for guidance in living as
Christian stewards. We
can teach our children
and our grandchildren
about the love of Jesus
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and the lessons from our scriptures
and readings to love one another. Yet,
God’s gifts are not passive benefits.
We cooperate with God in our own
redemption and in the redemption
of others. Proclaiming and teaching,
serving and sanctifying allow us the
opportunity to appreciate God’s gifts
and our stewardship.
Stewardship is a part of our
relationships and our journey in life.
As stewards, we should safeguard
our materials and human resources
and use them responsibly. But, being
a Christian steward means more to
us. As Christian stewards, we receive
God’s gifts gratefully, cultivate them
responsibly, share them lovingly
in justice with others, and return
them with increase to the Lord.
Stewardship is generously giving our
time, talents, and treasure toward the
works, actions, and missions of our
church. Also, the life of a Christian
steward models the life of Jesus. This
life may be challenging and even
difficult for us. Yet in many respects,
intense joy and satisfaction come
to those who take the opportunity
to live as Christian stewards.
Women and men who seek to live as
stewards learn that “all things work
for good for those who love God.”
(Romans 8: 28), stewardship is a part
of our relationships and also our
journey in life throughout our new
year.
In Christ and God’s Blessings,
Kurt John Hartman and your
Stewardship Team

Pastor’s note — continued from page 1
and renovating our Fellowship Hall space. These spaces will help serve our
mission of nurturing Christ-centered lives that reflect God’s love and grace
in our local and global communities. They will allow for people to gather and
grow as we recognize that we are all “under construction” as God’s spirit
molds us and shapes us into who God is calling us to be.
This will be an exciting time for our congregation, but it may also feel a little
chaotic as things are torn down, moved around, and space is tight as we
wait for the new space to be completed. Through this time our patience
may be tested, our communication will be crucial, and our teamwork will be
challenged. We will need to enact God’s love and grace with one another as
schedules and meetings are shuffled around and access to our campus may
not be as easy.
Yes, it might be a little stressful, but the good news is that it will be
temporary. Along the way we will do our best to pass along information
from the contractor and keep you in the loop of communication. We are
thankful for the legacy of those who have gone before us at Holy Trinity
who have given towards this vision and as stewards of that vision we look
forward to seeing it become a reality so that our church’s ministry can be
enhanced in the way it is able to share the Good News of Jesus Christ.
—Pastor Erik

Greetings from Pastor Elizabeth Nees
Dear members and friends of Holy Trinity,
Greetings from the very chilly Boston area! I hope this finds all of you well. I am writing to thank you for the many gifts that
you bestowed upon me as I was departing Holy Trinity. The gift of a stole has been added to my collection and I am eagerly
awaiting being able to use it. I love how unique it is and will remember you all when I wear it. I also received the amazing gift
of a beautiful memory book. Each and every page is filled with pictures, memories, and your words of gratitude. This is really
something I will treasure for years to come. I have already looked through it more than once, remembering you all and my time
in Thousand Oaks.
My family and I have now settled in the town of
Melrose, just north of Boston. Charlotte is now in
preschool a few days a week, Eric just turned one
year old and Bill is liking his new work and colleagues.
I am currently in the midst of a call process with a
congregation and covet your prayers of discernment
for both me and them.
Know that I have been praying for you, especially
since the recent devastating events of the fires
and shooting in and around Thousand Oaks. I will
continue to hold you in prayer and I continue to be
thankful for our time together. Blessings on this new
year!
Pastor Elizabeth
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QUILTS♥

H

ow do you comfort someone
who has suffered a loss due
to gun violence? What do you
say to a parent who has lost his or her
child? How do you put an end to gun
violence in this country? We can no
longer name all the schools and the
concerts and the movie theaters and
the churches and the temples and
the malls where mass shootings have
taken precious lives because it just
keeps happening again and again and
again. It’s now a common occurrence to
“check-in safe” on Facebook to let your
family know you are out of harm’s way.
Everyone is familiar with the Boston
Massacre yet that happened almost
250 years ago. Do you know how
many people were killed at the Boston
Massacre? Five. Five people, and it
was called a massacre. Gun violence
is so prevalent these days that if we
hear that “five” have been killed, we
almost breathe a sigh of relief. We
wouldn’t say it out loud, but we might
think, “Oh good, only five.” After the
mass shooting at Borderline Bar and
Grill in Thousand Oaks, some students
from California Lutheran University
(CLU) were hanging around the church

Karen Jackson
and Nina Furnes
at Good Shepherd
Lutheran in
Connecticut, after
blessing of the
quilts.

office trying to seek comfort and offer
comfort to their friends. The students
were bright and beautiful and sad and
young. They were saying things like,
“We don’t want any more ‘thoughts
and prayers’ we want gun laws that
will end this.” This little community of
Thousand Oaks didn’t even have time
to properly grieve because the two wild
fires literally started the same day we
heard about Borderline and everyone
had to quickly pack what they deemed
most valuable and flee.
Two people came to the church and
said, “We were just evacuated so
we came here.” A few minutes later
another church member called to say,
“If anyone is evacuated they can come
to our home.” Because I work at a
church, I do get to see God’s presence
amid the chaos of tragedy. We received
a recorded alert telephone call at the
church telling us to evacuate. I didn’t
realize until many hours later that there
were two fires. Church members slept
in their cars in the church parking lot
that night.
A few days after the Borderline
massacre, a woman named Karen called
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the church. She said she graduated
from Thousand Oaks High School and
from CLU. She met her husband at Holy
Trinity Lutheran Church. Now she lives
in Connecticut and she was a teacher
at Sandy Hook. She wasn’t at Sandy
Hook the day of the shooting, but her
godson was there and he hid in a closet.
She said the shooting and the fires in
Thousand Oaks were really hitting her
hard and she wanted to reach out to us.
The people from Sandy Hook have not
yet recovered from their heartache
after their children were massacred.
They are still grieving. She said
December is especially hard for them.
Karen attends a Lutheran church and
the women there make quilts for people
who have lost a loved one during a mass
shooting. They understand the grief
and this is their way to reach out, offer
some comfort and let people know they
empathize. This is how they love.
Karen told me that after the shooting at
Sandy Hook they were told not to speak
to the press about it. In hindsight, they
regret not speaking up. The kids from
Florida spoke up. They survived the
massacre in Parkland and then formed

Members of HTLC Dorcas Quilting Circle busily at work in
the Fireside Room each month.
Dorcas photographs by Lynn Youngren

March for Our Lives and were recently awarded
the 2018 International Children’s Peace Prize.
Those teens visited the people in Sandy Hook to
offer empathy and comfort and love. Their primary
message is: “Love one another.” There was a time,
about one hundred years ago, when people wore
mourning clothing or mourning jewelry so others
would know they were suffering. Maybe we should
bring that back into style. If every parent who
lost a child or every person who lost a loved one
wore a certain piece of jewelry or a certain colored
armband, would that raise awareness?
Karen is sending four quilts to Holy Trinity Lutheran Church (see previous page). Their hope is that the person who is grieving can
wrap themselves in the warmth and knowledge that someone cares. Someone understands. Desta Goehner will take one quilt
to Justin Meek’s mother. Justin recently graduated from CLU and would sometimes attend
HTLC Dorcas Quilting Circle
Holy Trinity with his family. Monse Miranda will take one quilt to the Thousand Oaks
Police Department for the family of Sean Adler. Sean had a coffee shop and would offer
free coffee every day to all police officers. Anne King will take one quilt to her neighbors,
the family of Tel Orfanos. Jen Padberg, a teacher at Honey Tree, will take one quilt to
Jake Dunham’s mom, Kathy. Kathy is a nurse at Los Robles Hospital and she waited
all day long for the “all-safe” text from her son, but it never came. These days all the
teachers at Honey Tree are wearing “Thousand Oaks Strong” t-shirts. The Dorcas Quilting
Circle women were making quilts this week for students at CLU who are grieving; those
students who are bright and beautiful and young and sad. This is how we love. This is how
we keep proclaiming that there is a light that shines in the darkness.
—Kathleen Sands
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Meditation
group
Words for the new year from John Main
The all-important aim in Christian
meditation is to allow God’s mysterious
and silent presence within us to become
more and more not only a reality but
the reality in our lives; to let it become
that reality which gives meaning, shape
and purpose to everything we do, to
everything we are. From Word Into
Silence
Join us on Thursdays at 4:30 PM in the
Wiggle Room (narthex lounge) off of
the church entrance. We’ll help you
start your year out right!
Questions? Call Miriam, 805-493-4411.
—Miriam Nakayama

All the teachers are excited about the construction starting this month. We also
enjoy seeing all those little people with their big smiles again.
For the fourth year, Honey Tree has chosen to support seven families from the
Conejo Valley through Lutheran Social Services. Our families and teachers have
come together to fulfill all of their wish lists for the holiday season.
Honey Tree classes resume on Monday, January 7. The January themes include the
season of winter, arctic animals and their habitats, ice, and snow. Pastor Erik will
be visiting the classrooms in early January and then later in the month we will have
Chapel time together.
Registration for the Honey Tree 2019-2020 school year begins on Wednesday,
February 6. If you are a member of Holy Trinity and are interested in having your
child attend Honey Tree for the new school year that begins in September 2019,
please let us know as soon as possible. Church member families are given priority in
the registration process. The Honey Tree office phone number is 805- 492-1232.
Happy New Year!
Sherri Schuler
Director

Honey Tree registration begins February 6

A place to connect
On Wednesday, December 12, we
offered space at HTLC to share each
other’s story and experience after the
Borderline shooting and wild fires.
People of all ages came together to
listen, to talk, to create play dohart, draw, and feel connection. The
confirmation students joined us for
the evening as well. Relationships
were built and made stronger. It was
a very blessed time for all!
—Maija Lynch & Janny Franken

Connections on a Sunday morning at church: Vera Bezemer and Lily Chang
became very good friends when they met each other in church. They met Elda
Soderquist in between the 9.30 and 11:00 AM worship one Sunday.
Photograph by Janny Franken
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JANUARY 2019 WORSHIP LEADERS
WORSHIP LEADERS — Your service is important and appreciated at Holy Trinity. If you are unable to fulfill your time listed in the
schedule, please find a substitute and notify the church office at 805 492-1234 with your replacement's name.
READERS
6
13
20
27

8:00 AM
9:30 AM
Janet Witt
Stacey Braaten
Janet Witt
Karie Lynch
Juanita Stephenson
Caleb Thompson
ONE WORSHIP 10:00 AM - Art Tomlinson

COMMUNION ASSISTANTS
6
Brian Carr
13
Juanita Stephenson
20
TBA
27
ONE WORSHIP 10:00 AM - Brian Carr
USHERS
6
13
20
27

9:30 AM
Jonas Slattum
Gretchen Slattum
Alex Thompson

8:00 AM
9:30 AM
Pauline Curson, Juanita Stephenson
Dale Adrion, Craig Rehder
Grace Brunsell, Bob Brunsell
Chris Erickson, Laurel Engstrom
Roger Stephenson, Bruce Altrock
Brewster King, James Yu
ONE WORSHIP 10:00 AM - Mark Groenveld, Ron Taylor

11:00 AM

11:00 AM

11:00 AM
Jeanne Balsley, Joanie Balsley
Joyce Schaible, Frank Schaible
Kurt Hartman

ACOLYTES 8:00 AM
9:30 AM
6
Lily Chang
13
Lotte Bezemer
20
Vera Bezemer
27
ONE WORSHIP 10:00 AM - Piper Goehner

11:00 AM

GREETERS 8:00 AM
9:30 AM
6
13
20
27
ONE WORSHIP 10:00 AM - Joanie Balsley

11:00 AM
Elsa Fowler
Dennis Hardy
Frankie Hale

ALTAR GUILD for this month
Juanita Stephenson, Frankie Hale

The season of Epiphany begins on January 6, 2019, the
twelfth day after Christmas. It follows the season of
Christmas on the church year calendar and is followed
by the season of Lent.
The Epiphany is a day or time of celebration for
Christians because it is the time that Jesus was revealed
to the world.
Nations shall come to your light, and kings in the
brightness of your dawn. Isaiah 60:3 NRSV
—Lynn Youngren
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JANUARY 2019 CALENDAR
1/1/2019
Church office closed

1/11/2019
7:00 PM

NA Meeting FS

1/2/2019
6:00 PM

1/12/2019
8:00 AM

Altar Guild SANC

1/3/2019
4:30 PM
1/4/2019
7:00 PM
1/5/2019
8:00 AM
9:00 AM
1/6/2019
9:30 AM
9:30 AM
5:30 PM
1/7/2019
1:00 PM
5:30 PM
1/8/2019
10:30 AM
6:15 PM
7:00 PM
7:00 PM
7:30 PM
1/9/2019
10:00 AM
11:00 AM
6:00 PM
6:30 PM
1/10/2019
9:30 AM
4:30 PM

ACA Meeting FH
Meditation NX
NA Meeting - Friday Night
FS
Altar Guild SANC
Trail to First Class CL 1
Worship & Communion
SANC
Spiritual Growth Forum
FS
NA Meeting – Sunday
FS
Property Committee
Meeting LIB
Meals Program FS/FH
Tuesday Morning Bible
Study FS
Lectio Devina LIB
COAM NX
Dixieland Jazz Group
MR
Boy Scouts FS/FH
Staff Meeting LIB
Gymnastics - Honey Tree
FH
ACA Meeting FH
Confirmation FS
Mary Martha Circle FS/
FH
Meditation NX

1/13/2019
9:30 AM
9:30 AM
11:00 AM
5:30 PM
1/14/2019
5:30 PM
7:00 PM
1/15/2019
10:30 AM
6:00 PM
6:30 PM
7:00 PM
7:30 PM
1/16/2019
8:30 AM
11:00 AM

2:00 PM

Spiritual Growth Forum
FS
Youth Group Pancake
Breakfast FH
MTAC (Music Teachers
Association) SANC
NA Meeting – Sunday
FS

Worship SANC
Spiritual Growth Forum
FS
Family Hike to the Cross
& Pizza FS/FH
NA Meeting – Sunday
FS

1/21/2019
Church office closed
5:30 PM
Meals Program FS/FH

Meals Program FS/FH
Ruth Circle OS

7:30 PM

Tuesday Morning Bible
Study FS
Lectio Devina LIB
Church Council Meeting
LIB
Dixieland Jazz Group
MR
Boy Scouts FS/FH

6:00 PM
6:30 PM
1/17/2019
4:30 PM

Meditation NX

1/18/2019
7:00 PM

NA Meeting FS

1/20/2019
9:30 AM

10:00 AM

5:30 PM

Dorcas Quilting FS
Gymnastics - Honey Tree
FH
ACA Meeting FH
Confirmation FS

1/19/2019
8:00 AM
8:00 AM
10:15 AM

9:30 AM

Altar Guild SANC
Men’s Group FS
MTAC (Music Teachers
Association) SANC
Worship & Communion
SANC
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1/22/2019
6:15 PM
7:00 PM

1/23/2019
11:00 AM
6:00 PM
6:30 PM
1/24/2019
8:00 AM
4:30 PM
6:30 PM
1/25/2019
7:00 PM
1/26/2019
8:00 AM
1/27/2019
9:30 AM
9:30 AM

Lectio Devina LIB
Dixieland Jazz Group
MR
Boy Scouts FS/FH
Gymnastics - Honey Tree
FH
ACA Meeting FH
Confirmation FS
MTAC - Branch Meeting
FS
Meditation NX
Cub Scouts FH
NA Meeting - Friday Night
FS
Altar Guild SANC

5:30 PM

Worship SANC
Spiritual Growth Forum
FS
NA Meeting FS

1/28/2019
5:30 PM

Meals Program FS/FH

1/29/2019
6:15 PM
7:00 PM
7:30 PM

Lectio Devina LIB
Dixieland Jazz Group
MR
Boy Scouts FS/FH

1/30/2019
11:00 AM
6:00 PM
6:30 PM

Gymnastics Honey Tree FH
ACA Meeting FH
Confirmation FS

1/31/2019
4:30 PM

Meditation NX

Events listed on this calendar
are provided by the church’s
master calendar.
Please make sure to
schedule your events through
Kathleen Sands in the
church office 805 492-1234,
churchoffice@htlcto.org.

He has also set eternity in the
human heart: yet no one can
fathom what God has done from

LOCATION KEY
CL
- Classroom
CLU
- California Lutheran
University Campus
FH
- Fellowship Hall
FS
- Fireside Room
HT
- Church Campus
LL
- Logos Lounge
LIB
- Library
MR
- Music Room
NX
- Narthex
OS
- Off site location
SANC - Sanctuary
PAT
- Patio/Courtyard
YR
- Youth Room

Honey Tree–
Box Tops for Education
You can donate without spending an extra dime.
Box Tops for Education are printed coupons that
can be found on numerous consumer products.
Cut them out and drop them off in the donation
box in the narthex at church. It’s easy and the
Honey Tree Early Childhood Center kids and
teachers thank you!

Property committee members Ron Klassen,
Brian Carr, Frank Schaible, and Bruce
Altrock painted the Finance Office. It looks
beautiful!
Photograph by Kathleen Sands

htlcto.org/archives/2016/08/06/clip/
—Rhondi Ewing
PAGE 19

Holy Trinity Evangelical Lutheran Church
1 West Avenida de Los Arboles
Thousand Oaks CA 91360-2939
805 492-1234 office

Sunday worship

8:00 AM
9:30 AM
11:00 AM

churchoffice@htlcto.org

Return service requested

Traditional
Informal
Traditional

Holy Communion celebrated in worship
8:00 AM
Every Sunday
9:30 AM
First & third Sundays
11:00 AM Every Sunday
Healing Service is every fifth Sunday

Education hour

9:30 AM
9:30 AM

Faith Explorers: grades pre-k – 5th
Spiritual Growth forums: adults

8:00 AM
9:30 AM
11:00 AM

Every Sunday
Every Sunday
Every Sunday

9:30 AM
11:00 AM

Every Sunday
Every Sunday

Wiggle Room for under six year olds

Pray Ground for children
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