
The cover of national magazine has a picture of the face of a toddler ð beautiful blue eyes, sweet smile, whisps 

of hair ð you know the òtoo-cute-for-wordsó look. The subtitle on the cover says, òIõm going to hold my breath until 

you do something about climate change.ó Itõs catchy, to say the least.

It certainly is true, we do all need to be serious about caring for the planet. However, after seeing this magazine 

and chuckling a bit, my thoughts turned, with a bit of whimsy, to another kind of climate change. What about the 

climate changes that may need to take place in our hearts, in our homes, and in our community? 

November is the month of Thanksgiving, the month of gatherings with friends and family. A good time to assess the 

climate of our lives and make changes as needed! Whatõs the climate like at your house? Rushed? Silent? Noisy? Anxious? 

Whatõs the climate like at work? Does it need you to offer an adjustment? What about for your 

children at school? As you anticipate moving into the òHoliday Seasonó, how does the òclimateó 

change for youñinside and around us all? You fill in the blank.

As we meet and live together as a congregation we create a 

climate by our thoughtfulness and respect for 

one another, by our faithfulness and willingness 

to share our journeys, by our conversations 

of support & encouragement, tolerance and 

genuine listening and by our welcome of all who 

come into our lives. I invite us all to give our 

various climates some prayerful consideration 

continued on page 15
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Wednesday ÅNovember 25Å7pm

Come join us on this very special Thanksgiving, during 
our 50th anniversary celebration. There will be pie and 
coffee after the service and a chance to give thanks for 
all Godõs blessings. Note the early time for the service.
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After-hours
Church staff
contact 
information:

To leave a message for a staff member after 

business hours:

Å Dial (805) 492-1234

Å Automated attendant answers;

press òstaró key (*) followed by 

extension of the staff person desired.

Pastor Frank - - - - - - - - 221

Pastor Janet - - - - - - - - 222

Youth Minister- - - - - - - 223

Secretary - - - - - - - - - - 228

Bookkeeper- - - - - - - - - 233

Parish Nurse - - - - - - - - 237

Childrenõs Ministries - - 231

Upon entering the voice mail system for the 

extension dialed:

Å Leave your name

Å Your telephone number

Å And a brief message

Å Hang up when finished

Holy Trinity Evangelical Lutheran Church
Serving Christ in our neighbor

Holy Trinity Evangelical Lutheran Church
1 West Avenida de los Arboles

Thousand Oaks CA 91360-2939
 (805) 492-1234 office (805) 493-5390 fax
 website www.htlcto.org
 email churchoffice@htlcto.org
  pastorfrank@htlcto.org
  pastorjanet@htlcto.org  

Staff Members
 Pastor Frank Nausin
 Pastor Janet Hansted Meadors
 Youth Minister Shannon Savage-Howie, Associate in  Ministry
 Informal Worship Leader Katie Bode
 Church Secretary Frankie Hale
 Secretary of Publications Lynn Youngren
 Bookkeeper Jim Lieberknecht
 Organist Virginia Walters
 Senior Choir Director George Swanson
 Handbell Director Bev Mersing
 Custodian Kimberly Young
 Audio/PA Technician Scott Youngren
 Director of Childrenõs Ministries Rose Egertson
 Nursery Coordinator RoxAnn Lewis
 Nursery Staff Jill Jensen
 Parish Nurse Rose Egertson

Village Sunday School Leaders
 Co-Directors Michelle Goetsch
  Amy Shafer

 Honey Tree Early Childhood Center
 (805) 492-1232 office www.myhoneytree.com
 Director Calla Chevalier
 Secretary RoxAnn Lewis

× × ×

In case of Pastoral emergency contact:
805 492-1234, press 1.

× × ×

Change of mailing address, phone number
e-mail address or other information:

Notify church office (805) 492-1234
e-mail churchoffice@htlcto.org

× × ×

TEMPO Newsletter is a monthly publication.
Submit articles to: youngrenpro@roadrunner.com

Questions? Contact Lynn Youngren (805) 990-3006
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50th Anniversary BBQ photos throughout this issue
by Rhondi Ewing and Rhonda Yancey
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The Stewardship Committee has chosen the Pony Express program 

for a second year. It starts on Sunday, November 1st, All Saints Day, 

and ends in celebration on Sunday, November 22nd. YEE-HA!

In this year of our congregationõs 50th anniversary, we look back at what 

God has done in and through this congregation. It challenges us to rededicate 

our lives to Jesus as a member of the Body of Christ like those who have done 

so before us. The Pony Express will help us do that.

Twenty-five Trail Bosses have been recruited and each will oversee a 

neighborhood route of about ten homes. In turn, each family will be asked to 

be a Route Rider and relay a Saddlebag to a nearby family.

The Saddlebag contains reading materials and two pledge cards. Every 

church member family will want to make two pledgesñone, to declare an 

increase in your discipleship of Christ, and two, to make your 2010 financial 

offering to God. Each family will want to fill out the pledge cards, seal them 

in an envelope provided, put it back into the bag, and relay the Saddlebag to a 

nearby family. We urge you to relay the Saddlebag within 24 hours after it has 

been handed to you.

Like the Pony Express of long ago, success will be achieved through 

teamwork and the grace of God. We know that when we pull together the 

power of our faith family and the strength of the Holy Spirit, the Holy Spirit 

that God has placed in each of us and that Christ has taught us to use, that 

we can preserve Holy Trinityõs ministries so that Jesus might be known in our 

community.

Our ministries include worship, education, service and outreach. They are 

lead by our Parish Nurse, Youth Minister, Director of Childrenõs Ministries, 

musicians, office staff and our Pastors. These ministries feed the hungry, 

house the homeless, reach out to the young and old, and make possible our 

common worship together of our God and creator.

We know that we are called by our Creator to be the light in the world 

especially when the world seems so dark. Let us give help to those who 

lives would be transformed by our support. Being a Christian is central to 

everything we do. It is who we are. It is our identity. Therefore, we cannot 

help but to live it out. ñ Anne King, StewardshipR
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The Dorcas Circle Quilting Group will meet Wednesday, November 

18 from 9:00 AM to noon in the Fireside Room.

At each third Wednesday of the month session 5 to 8 lap or crib size quilts 

are made. Many are given to the shelters for abused women and children. 

Also, baptismal gift quilts are made for every child baptized at Holy Trinity and 

congregational shut-ins receive gift quilts at Christmas time. 

All quilts are made from donated fabrics. Donations of cotton material 

and batting are always needed. Bring them to the church office or to the 

Group on Quilting day. If you havenõt seen the quilters at work and might like 

to join us - just come - no experience necessary. ñ Sally & Larry Johnson

DORCAS CIRCLE 
QUILTING GROUP



The spectacular balloon arch 

over the front door welcomed 

every Holy Trinity family member 

on Sunday, October 4 to the 50th 

Anniversary Kickoff Barbecue. The 

service began with a beautiful call 

to worship by the Senior Choir and 

Handbell Choir.

Pastor Frank was the guiding 

light and Sharon Nystrom and 

Karen Lindgren, are co-chairs of 

the 50th Anniversary Committee; 

Rhondi Ewing and Rhonda Yancy 

put together the wonderful display 

of photographs from events at Holy 

Trinity over the past many years. 

Dale Ewing designed the banners 

over the door and on the Mountclef 

corner (as well as hung them!) 

and prepared myriad things on the 

property for the event; Marylu 

and Clarence Single led in making 

arrangements and set-up for the 

potluck. 

Chris Syverson got the grill 

and put the fire in the beast before 

having to leave to be with family. 

Clarence and Gary Lindgren took 

over the cooking chores and the 

hot dogs, hamburgers and veggie 

burgers were excellent. Special 

thanks to Rose Egertson, for our 

òCelebrating and Continuing the 

Journeyó theme and preparing 

activities for kids as well as getting 

the jumping castle up and filled with 

the essential ingredientñair! 

Many wore the attractive tee-

shirts designed by Rhondi Ewing 

with information provided by able 

historian Fred Tonsing. The photo 

montage streaming during our 

services and another DVD running in 

the Fellowship Hall was composed 

by Scott Youngren from his archives 

of the past and present. Roger 

Stephenson designed the poster 

showing how òweõve grown since 

1959 in the chicken coopsó to our 

building plans for the future.ó And a 

special thanks to all who supported 

the event and provided delicious 

potluck items for the barbecue and 

also to many unsung heroes who 

pitched in setting up tables and 

chairs and then putting them back 

and cleaning up. 

The day, as well as the balloon 

arch, was spectacular! ñ Juanita 

Stephenson, 50th Anniversary 

Committee
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November 1
All Thrivent Members and Friends

Thrivent Brunch and Election

November 15, 2009

12:30 PM

Please join fellow Thrivent members at our annual election which 

will be held in Pedersen Hall at Ascension Lutheran Church, 1600 East 

Hillcrest Blvd., Thousand Oaks, California. The cost is $2.00 per person 

or $5.00 per family. Lunch will be served beginning at 12:30 PM and 

discussion begins around 1:15 PM. All children will receive Thrivent 

piggy banks.

RSVP by Tuesday, November 10th, to Jack Holmgren. ñ Joan 

Cressman



Budget
worksheets
are out!

Check your committee mail 

box in the church office for your 

committeeõs budget worksheet. 

All worksheets are due into Jim 

Lieberknecht by Wednesday, 

November 25, 2009. If you have 

any questions, please contact either 

Jim Lieberknecht at 805 492-1234 or 

Julie Ruth.
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Holy Trinity 
Meditation Group
When we meditate we are not 

trying to do anything: we are simply 

attending to the reality of the Divine 

Presence and learning to be in that 

Presence. from The Present Christ by 

John Main

Need to feel closer to God in 

these troubled times? Meditation 

group meets on Thursday afternoons 

from 4:30 to 5:30 PM, in the narthex 

lounge. Please join us. Contact Miriam 

Nakayama if you have questions.
THEA CIRCLE will meet on 

Tuesday, November 24th. We will 

discuss the Thousand Oaks book of 

the year, The Soloist by Steve Lopez. 

Call Dixie Hanson with questions.

November 1 - Family Faith Worship - No Forum 

November 8 - Old Testament class: Historical Narratives and Wisdom 

Literature; Part 3 of stories of the Hebrew people led by Pastor Frank. 

November 15 - The Prophets: Isaiah, Jeremiah, Hosea, Amos and Jonah; Part 4 

Old Testament class led by Pastor Janet. 

November 22 - What the Bible teaches and How: Old Testament themes and 

imagery for faithful living. Part 5 of Old Testament class led by Pastor Janet. 

November 29 - Gifts of Hope Campaign 2009: Diseases of Poverty HIV/AIDS. 

Come hear about the alternative way to give gifts this holiday season to help 

address the challenges faced by communities in Africa who suffer from malaria, 

tuberculosis and HIV/AIDS. Led by Sheri Groenveld.

Sunday mornings
9:45 am

Fireside Room

Monday PM - Tuesday AM
Want to know more 
about Islam?
Come and join us, as we compare 

Christianity and Islam, Monday 

nights at 7 pm in the library and 

Tuesday mornings at 10 am in the 

Fireside room. Pastor Frank is our 

teacher.



As we did for the 40th 

Anniversary, we will all have 

the opportunity to participate in 

òMemory Booksó to celebrate the 

churchõs anniversary. The plan is 

to have the adults write a favorite 

memory, share a hymn, table grace 

or favorite event in their time at 

Holy Trinity.

The entry can be a page or 

simply a few lines or a paragraph or 

two. I will accept entries in any form 

submitted, handwritten, or typed, 

with or without pictures to go along 

with the submission. I will then add 

a few touches when appropriate 

and put them in albums.

I would like to encourage the 

youth groups to submit whatever 

experiences they have acquired 

during 

their time 

here and 

complete 

a book as 

they have 

certainly 

been very 

active in their 

service life 

and worship. 

I feel that the children should be 

included as well, and have spoken 

to Rose Egertson about having 

them write a prayer, or grace or 

draw a picture and sign their name 

for albums from them.

I already have the albums, some 

paper and scrapbook supplies. 

Pictures from the congregation 

would really be appreciated. 1 can 

also use pictures from the albums 1 

have made over the years.

It would be nice to have former 

pastors and members participate if 

possible. Any help with that would 

be great.

1 will not edit any of the 

entries, just adorn them as I see fit. 

I hope that this will be a fun activity 

for all ages. ñ Rhonda Yancey

50th Anniversary 
Memory Books

Have you stopped to view the 

glass bulletin board in the narthex?

Mary Imsland has arranged a 

GREAT display showing the faces of 

those we are praying for who are 

living amid the horrors of war.

Veterans Day, stop and 

remember in your prayers all who 

have served to keep our Country 

safe and those who are on the front 

lines today. Please continue to pray 

for their safe return. ñ Frankie Hale

7

Service of Reÿection 
and Remembrance 
December 13

4 pm ñ HTLC Sanctuary 

A time of acknowledgement and 

prayer for the pain or grief that can 

occur during the holiday season. 

ñ Rose Egertson

November 11
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The meals program is still running along with many thanks to all of the 

volunteers who keep this program in motion! 

Thank you so much to Bob Wolff who keeps checking and making sure we have 

all of the paper goods needed to serve the meal. Last week, he delivered more 

plastic gloves in the nick of time, which were needed for the serving. Thank you so 

much, Bob! Also, thanks to Barbara Wolff for fielding many a phone call. 

Thank you to our hosts in October: Marylu & Clarence Single and Michaela 

Reaves and her CLU students. 

For our meal on October 19th, Janet Nokelby arranged to have her work group 

from Amgen make the food and help to serve. We also had help serving by CLU 

students that Michaela Reaves organized. We had main dishes brought by Nancy 

Doyle and Jennifer Brown who are members at Ascension Lutheran Church in 

Thousand Oaks. It is wonderful how the whole community pulls together to help 

those in need here in the Conejo Valley. 

Our hosts for November are: 

11/2  - Dixie Hanson 

11/9  - Juanita and Roger Stephenson 

11/16- Sheri Groenveld and HTLC 

11/23- Dixie Hanson 

11/30- Sheri Groenveld 

For our meal on 11/16, we are planning a Thanksgiving feast and I still need a 

turkey and a ham plus all of the side dishes and pie, of course! If you are interested 

in bringing food for that night, please let me know. 

After November we will be turning the program over to the Winter Shelter 

folks with our prayers and blessings. 

Sheri Groenveld

Community Outreach & Advocacy Ministry

50th Anniversary BBQ
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Start the season 
of Advent with 
the "Advent 
Devotional" 
written by HTLC 
members. Watch 
your mailbox 
for its arrival 
at the end of 
November.

Conejo Valley 
Meals Program 



Middle School Events - NOVEMBER
1: Faith Family Worship

5: Learning Night w/Parents

8: AM Bible Study

11: Mentor Night

15: AM Bible Study

19: Learning Night

20-22: Middle School Youth Gathering

26: Thanksgiving

29: No AM Bible Study

In the fall middle school events are open to all 7th and 8th grade students. Wednesday 

evenings we meet for the confirmation ministry. We meet from 6:30-8:00 pm in the 

Fireside Room and Fellowship Hall. Sunday mornings during the 9:45 am education 

hour the middle school youth are invited to attend a Bible study in the Hut.

High School Events - NOVEMBER
1: Faith Family Worship

 Bible Study

4: Wednesday Night Worship

8: AM Education

 Bible Study

11: Small Groups at the home of Jimmy Rowe

15: AM Education

 Bible Study

18: Service Night

22: AM Education

 Bible Study

25: Thanksgiving Eve Service

29: NO AM Education

 NO Bible Study

High school events are open to all students in 9th-12th grade. We meet on Sunday 

evenings in the Hut from 7:00-9:00 pm for our weekly Bible study. On Sunday morning 

we meet in the Hut at 11 am for an education hour. We meet every Wednesday night 

from 7:00 pm - 8:30 pm. The first 

Wednesday of the month we 

meet in the Hut for Wednesday 

night worship, the second 

Wednesday is small group night, 

the third Wednesday is a service 

night and the fourth Wednesday is 

a fellowship/game night.

50th Anniversary BBQ
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Just a reminder that there is no 

Sunday School the first Sunday 

of every month. We encourage 

families to worship together at 

the service of their choice. Bringing 

children to worship helps them in 

understanding that while there 

is room for laughter and snacks 

at church, there is also a time for 

reverence. Each month we also 

highlight one of the four keys for 

nurturing faith - service, devotions, 

rituals/traditions, or caring 

conversations. 

The Aisle Cruisers, under the 

direction of Steve Johnson-

Egertson, is our children’s choir. 

Second through six graders are 

invited to attend rehearsals on 

Wednesdays from 3:45 to 4:30 pm. 

Children write and perform their 

songs at intervals throughout the 

year. This is a really fun and creative 

time for your children as they learn 

about music and each other. 

Our faith key for November is 

service. On November 1st, 

you and your children will have 

the opportunity to help decorate 

angel tags. There will be markers, 

stickers, and plenty of glitter! These 

tags will later hold the names and 

ages of children with whom we 

can share the love of Christ. They 

will adorn our “Angel Tree” in the 

narthex and you will be able to pick 

a name(s) and purchase a gift for 

their Christmas. Join us out on the 

patio, as weather permits.

The Children’s Christmas Program 

is slated for December 20th at 

the 9:45 am service. Children from 3 

years through 6th grade are invited 

to take part. No one is turned away 

and no one is forced to perform 

(at least by us!). Rehearsals start 

November 8th during the Sunday 

School time. There is one dress 

rehearsal Saturday, December 19th 

from 1 to 3 pm. We have speaking 

and non-speaking parts —angels, 

animals, shepherds, wise men, 

Mary, and Joseph— you know that 

cast of characters. We hope you 

will allow your children to take 

part. They love the excitement of 

dressing in costume and performing 

for their families. Please call 

Michelle Goetsch for questions. 

Adult volunteers to help with the 

production are always welcome.

There is safe and loving nursery 

care available free for children 

0 to 36 months during all church 

services and other special services. 

Our caring nursery workers are 

RoxAnn Lewis and Jill Jensen. 

Occasionally, you will find RoxAnn’s 

daughters, Kelby and Karli, helping 

also. They welcome your children 

to stay or just come by to visit and 

check it out.

November 22

50th Anniversary BBQ

Partnering with families in teaching children to love, live, and learn the Word of God.
Rose Egertson, Director

Childrenõs Ministries


